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Welcome!

When you hear the word ‘standards,’ 
what comes to mind?
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The Difference Between Standards, Curriculum, and 
Instruction

Standards

North Carolina Standard 
Course of Study

Curriculum

Texts

Lesson Plans

Activities

Tasks

Classroom Assessments 

Instruction

Delivery of the curriculum

Approaches

Strategies

Differentiation
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Schools
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Languages
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General Statute §115C
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State Board Policy SCOS-012

State Board Policy SCOS-012 

● NCDPI reviews each set of content standards every five-to-seven years 
to ensure clear, relevant standards and objectives.

● NCDPI uses a uniform and formalized system built on four guiding 
principles:
○ Feedback-based
○ Research-informed
○ Improvement-oriented
○ Process-driven

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=10399&revid=65sM5FVQtd00IuHeZ8TplusjQ==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=6wDhBGOFEZdslshIG7ipX8XsQ==&PG=6&IRP=0
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NC Standard Course of Study
• Defines the appropriate content standards for 

each grade or proficiency level and each high 
school course

• Uniform set of learning standards for every 
public school in North Carolina

• What students should know and be able to do by 
the end of a year or course

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards/standard-course-study
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Internal Procedures Manual

● The purpose of the Internal Procedures Manual 
is to provide a definitive explanation of the 
process to be followed when developing or 
revising a section of the NCSCOS.

● This manual is designed solely to assist with the 
task of developing/revising a content area of the 
NCSCOS. It is not intended to guide the 
development/revision of local curriculum guides 
or other curriculum support documents.

● Approved in February 2022/April 2023

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/ncscos-manual-april-2023pdf/open
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SEA vs. Local Responsibilities

State Education Agency (SEA) Local

Facilitate the review and revision of the NCSCOS Develop and/or choose local curriculum and 
instruction, including textbooks

Develop standards-based resources Implement resources from SEA

Provide professional development on the standards Align local assessments to the approved standards

Collect ongoing data on local implementation to inform 
future support and resources

Provide local professional development as needed

Communicate with PSUs and other stakeholders 
throughout the review, revise, and implementation 
phases

Communicate with local stakeholders
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Review, Revision, & Implementation: 
5-7 Year Cycle
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Standards Review Phase
• Individual stakeholders and PSU surveys

• Regional Focus Groups 

• Interviews

• Research on policies, legislation, best practices, 
other standards, educational research 

• Convene Data Review Committee

• Creation of DRC Recommendations/Report
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Research & DRC Report
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Standards Revision Phase
• Standards Writing Team (SWT)

• First Draft with a Standard-by-Standard Survey
○ Public Comment (30 days)

• DRC compiles feedback for the SWT

• SWT creates second draft  
○ Public Comment (30 days)

• DRC compiles feedback for SWT

• SWT creates third draft for SBE
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Standards 
Writing 
Team
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Format of Objectives

15

Subject Verb Object
S

Understood to be the student

V
Requires the learner to be able to 

show their knowledge and 
understanding

O
The knowledge or content

Example:

NC.3.OA.8 Solve two-step word problems using addition, subtraction, and multiplication, representing problems using 
equations with a symbol for the unknown number.

The students solve two-step word problems using 
addition, subtraction, and 
multiplication, representing problems 
using equations with a symbol for the 
unknown number
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Standards Implementation Phase
• Installation Year

○ Support document creation
○ Communication & PD
○ Local planning

• Initial Implementation
○ Support document creation
○ Communication & PD

• Full Implementation
○ Support document creation
○ Communication & PD
○ Annual needs assessment
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Update on Current Review and Revision Phases
K-12 Science

K-12 Healthful Living

K-12 Arts

K-12 Guidance

K-12 World Languages

K-12 English Language Arts
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K-12 Science
● Received approval from SBE to begin review and revision in May 2022
● Hybrid review/revision timeline
● Draft 3 (final draft) presented to the SBE for discussion at June 2023

meeting
● Approved in July 2023
● Installation -- 23-24 SY
● Initial Implementation -- 24-25 SY
● Major changes: clarifying language, embedding Scientific & Engineering

Practices, and PD/resource support
● Assessment: build and and administer new operational assessments for

the 24-25 SY (tentative)

Updates & Documents

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards#ScienceK-12-4511
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K-12 Healthful Living
● Health and Physical Education
● Received approval from SBE to begin review and revision in May 

2022
● Hybrid review/revision timeline
● Draft 1 was presented to the SBE at the June 2023 meeting
● Feedback surveys were sent on June 5 and will close September 18
● Next steps:

○ Data Review Committee will analyze data
○ Standards Writing Team will revise and create Draft 2
○ Cycle repeats

● Tentatively scheduled for final approval Spring 2024
● If approved: (tentative)

○ Installation -- 24-25 SY
○ Initial Implementation -- 25-26 SY

Updates & Documents

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards#HealthfulLivingK-12-4510


OFFICE OF 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS

K-12 Arts
● Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts
● Received approval from SBE to begin revision at the June 2023 meeting
● Standard Writing Team creating Draft 1
● Draft 1 will be presented to the SBE in October (tentative)
● Standards Writing Team will review report and data to create Draft 1
● Draft 1 surveys tentatively scheduled to be released in October
● Data will be gathered and the cycle will repeat until Draft 3 (tentatively

scheduled for next summer)
● If approved: (tentative)

○ Installation -- 24-25 SY
○ Initial Implementation -- 25-26 SY

Updates & Documents

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards#ArtsK-12-4821
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K-12 Guidance
● Received approval from SBE to begin revision at the June 2023 meeting
● Data Review Committee, based on the feedback and data, recommend adopting

the American School Counselor Association (ASCA) Mindsets and Behaviors
● Survey for additional, specific data on this recommendation released week of

June 5; due Sept 10
● Data Review Committee will analyze and report on the data
● If ASCA Mindsets and Behaviors are adopted: (tentative)

○ Installation -- 23-24 SY
○ Initial implementation -- 24-25 SY

● If full revision process: (tentative)
○ Installation -- 24-25 SY
○ Initial Implementation -- 25-26 SY

Updates & Documents

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards#GuidanceK-12-4822
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K-12 World Languages
● 18 different languages taught in NC Public Schools
● Proficiency-based standards
● Received approval from SBE to begin revision at the June 2023 meeting
● Standard Writing Team created Draft 1
● Draft 1 will be presented at the September SBE meeting
● Draft 1 surveys tentatively scheduled to be released in mid-September
● Data will be gathered and the cycle will repeat until Draft 3 (tentatively

scheduled for next summer)
● If approved: (tentative)

○ Installation -- 24-25 SY
○ Initial Implementation -- 25-26 SY

Updates & Documents

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards#WorldLanguagesK-12-4823
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K-12 English Language Arts
● Kicked off review phase in April 2023
● Data Review Committee applications will be released in October 2023 

(tentative)
● SBE permission to revise will come in Spring of 2024 (tentative)
● Tentative timeline:

○ Revision -- 24-25
○ Installation -- 25-26 SY
○ Implementation -- 26-27 SY

Updates & Documents

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards#EnglishLanguageArtsK-12-5073
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Review & Revisions by Year
2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027

Installation:
Science
Guidance* (possibly)

Revision:
Healthful Living
Arts
Guidance* (possibly)
World Languages

Review:
ELA

Initial Implementation:
Science
Guidance* (possibly)

Installation:
Healthful Living
Arts
Guidance* (possibly)
World Languages

Revision:
ELA

Initial Implementation:
Healthful Living
Arts
Guidance* (possibly)
World Languages

Installation:
ELA

Initial Implementation:
ELA
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With The Goal of…



OFFICE OF 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS

Resources & Listservs
Academic Standards Webpage

Listserv Sign-up

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/NCSBE/subscriber/new
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Questions?

Thank you!

Kristi.Day@dpi.nc.gov




