Poem [1]
Alligator Poem 
by Mary Oliver
I knelt down 
at the edge of the water, 
and if the white birds standing 
in the tops of the trees whistled any warning 
I didn't understand, 
I drank up to the very moment it came 
crashing toward me, 
its tail flailing 
like a bundle of swords, 
slashing the grass, 
and the inside of its cradle-shaped mouth 
gaping, 
and rimmed with teeth— 
and that's how I almost died 
of foolishness 
in beautiful Florida. 
But I didn't. 
I leaped aside, and fell, 
and it streamed past me, crushing everything in its path 
as it swept down to the water 
and threw itself in, 
and, in the end, 
this isn't a poem about foolishness 
but about how I rose from the ground 
and saw the world as if for the second time, 
the way it really is. 
The water, that circle of shattered glass, 
healed itself with a slow whisper 
and lay back 
with the back-lit light of polished steel, 
and the birds, in the endless waterfalls of the trees, 
shook open the snowy pleats of their wings, and drifted away 
while, for a keepsake, and to steady myself, 
I reached out, 
I picked the wild flowers from the grass around me— 
blue stars 
and blood-red trumpets 
on long green stems— 
for hours in my trembling hands they glittered 
like fire.
Question 1 refers to Poem [1] 




1. Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Scoring Guide
	Score & Description

	Full Comprehension
Responses at this level explain how the title could be seen as both a good title and a bad title and support both parts of the answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
•  The title could be seen as good because the alligator is key to the author realizing life is precious, but the author also stated, "This is not a poem about foolishness" halfway through, meaning that the other half is about a lesson the author learned.
•  It's a good title because, yes, that is the whole reason for the experience—the alligator almost attacked. However, it is also a bad title because the speaker learned more from what happened afterwards.


	Partial Comprehension
a) Responses at this level explain how the title could be seen as either a good title or a bad title but not both. Such responses may or may not include a reference to what happens in the poem.
•  This is a good title because the poem is about an alligator who tries to attack a speaker. [A reference to what happens in the poem, but explains only how title can be seen as good.]  
•  Yes, because the poem is about an alligator. ["About an alligator" does not count as a reference to what  happens in the poem.]  
•  I think "Alligator Poem" is a bad name for the poem because I do not think it emphasizes what is really going on in the poem.
•  It's not a very creative title.
OR
b) Responses explain how the title could be seen as both good and bad, but only half of the answer (or neither half) is supported with reference to what happens in the poem.
•  Good: It's about an alligator. Bad: It's more about the girl. ["About an alligator" is not a reference to what  happens in the poem; "It's more about a girl" does count as a reference.] 
•  "Alligator Poem" can be a good title because the poem does talk about an alligator. But "Alligator Poem" can also not be such a good title because it doesn't draw the reader into the poem.
OR
c) Responses provide an appropriate alternate title for the poem that relates to the major events in the poem or to the theme of the poem. Such responses may or may not explain the alternate title and/or comment on the original title. Responses that comment on the original title may attempt to explain why it is bad, but those that do so do not contain reference to what happens in the poem. 
•  The poem should be called, "The Unforgettable Drink."
•  The poem could be called, "Alligator Attack."
•  The poem should be called, "Seeing the World Anew." The original title is not creative enough.


	Little or No Comprehension
Responses at this level provide irrelevant details or unsupported personal opinions or may simply repeat the question.
•  It could be seen as a good title because something good could have happened and not all alligators do bad things. It also could have been seen as a bad title because most alligators eat people or try to and that's what this alligator did in this poem.
•  This poem was not about an alligator at all.



 
	Full Comprehension - Student Response

	Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
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	Scorer Comments:


	Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
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	Scorer Comments:
Both responses explain how "Alligator Poem" can be seen as both a good and bad title and refer to what happens in the poem to support each part of the answer.

	Partial Comprehension - Student Response

	Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
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	Scorer Comments:


	Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
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	Scorer Comments:
The first response explains how "Alligator Poem" is a good title but does not discuss how it could be seen as a bad title. The second response provides general statements as to how the title could be seen as both good and bad, but neither statement is supported with references to what happens in the poem.

	Little or No Comprehension - Student Response

	Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
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	Scorer Comments:


	Explain how "Alligator Poem" could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for the poem. Support your answer with reference to what happens in the poem.
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	Scorer Comments:
The first response provides an irrelevant detail. The second response provides a personal opinion that does not answer the question.


NAEP national performance results in Reading at grade 8: 2009
Explain title:  good & bad                    (R1)
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# Rounds to zero.
NOTE: These results are for public and nonpublic school students.  Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2009 Reading Assessment.
