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ABCs At-A-Glance
Recognition Categories Criteria Awards/Consequences Conditions

Most Improved 25/10
schools

K-8 schools that have the state’s 25 highest values on the
exemplary growth/gain composite
High schools that have the state’s 10 highest values on
the exemplary growth/gain composite

Statewide banquet
Dated banner
Certificate
School incentive awards

Schools of Excellence

Have at least 90 percent At or Above Grade Level / Level
III (performance composite) AND meet at least expected
growth/gain

Statewide banquet
Dated banner
Certificate
School incentive awards

Schools of Distinction
Have at least 80 percent of students performing At or
Above Grade Level/Level III (performance composite),
irrespective of growth/gain

Plaque
Certificate
School incentive awards (if expected or
exemplary growth/gain is made)

Schools Making
Exemplary Growth/Gain

Have an exemplary growth/gain composite of zero or
greater

Certificate
School incentive awards
($1500 per certified staff; $500 per
teacher assistant)

Schools Making
Expected Growth/Gain

Have an expected growth/gain composite of zero or
greater

Certificate
School incentive awards
($750 per certified
staff; $375 per teacher assistant)

Schools Receiving No
Recognition

Do not meet expected growth/gain  standards, BUT
have at least ( ≥) 50% of students At or Above Grade
Level/Level III (performance composite)

• Testing Requirements

1. K-8 Schools must test at least 98% of
eligible students.

2. High Schools must test at least 95% of
all students enrolled in courses for
credit.

3. Schools must not have excessive
exemptions.

• Schools that violate testing requirements
DO NOT qualify for incentive awards.

Low-Performing Schools Fail to meet expected growth/gain standard AND have
significantly less than 50% students At or Above Grade
Level/Level III (performance composite)  AND are
designated low-performing by SBE
or
Violate testing requirements for two years AND are
designated low-performing by SBE

Assistance team may be assigned • Confidence interval applied to determine
identification as Low-Performing school.
(Schools not designated Low-Performing by
confidence interval are designated No
Recognition.)

ABCs At-A-Glance
Standard Indicator Measures Special Conditions Goal
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Performance Performance
Composite

Percent of students At or Above Achievement Level III in
      Reading & Mathematics, across all grade levels, including the

North Carolina High School Comprehensive Test (NCHSCT)
 Writing (Grades 4 and 7)

      Algebra I
      Algebra II
      Biology
      Chemistry
      ELPS
      English I
      English II (Writing)
      Geometry
      Physical Science
      Physics
      U.S. History

For School of Excellence,
90% or more AND meets

expected or exemplary
growth

For School of Distinction, at
least 80%, regardless of

growth/gain

If less than 50% and DOES
NOT meet expected growth

may be identified as low-
performing

Growth or Gain Expected
Growth/Gain
Composite

Exemplary
Growth/ Gain
Composite

Cohort growth in
       Reading (3-8 and NCHSCT)
       Mathematics (3-8 and NCHSCT)
Composite gain in indexes

(Must have three years of data, unless a high school in 2nd yr.)
Writing at grades 4 and 7
Algebra I
Biology
ELPS
English I
English II
U.S. History

Plus gain in College Prep/College Tech Prep (current year to average
of previous two), and Competency (from 8th EOG to 10th competency)
for cohort group

 EOG and NCHSCT data (growth formula factored by 10%)

Writing Index (grades 4 & 7),  College Prep/College Tech Prep, and
Competency Gain use expected gain in composite; there is no
exemplary standard

EOC data (same courses as above; gain is baseline plus 5% of the
difference between baseline and 100)

91 Day Rule: applies to
growth in K-8 (expected and
exemplary). To be included
in the cohort,  students must
be in membership for  more
than ½  the instructional year.
There is no membership
requirement for inclusion in
the Writing Index (Grades 4,
7), English II or EOC Index.

160 Day Rule: applies to
high school students included
in growth on the High School
Comprehensive Test; students
must be in membership 160
days during tenth grade.

Sufficient Data:  for EOG, at
least 15 students;  for EOC, at
least 30 students per course
for each of three years,  and
for writing 4 and 7, three
years of data.

Composite  equal to or
greater than zero


