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1996-97 N Passing    =  65,432 N Passing    =  4,007 N Passing    =21 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =  56 N Passing    =   * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =     * N Passing    =   185

Membership=  88,846 Membership=  8,768 Membership=44 Membership=22 Membership=  98 Membership=   * Membership=   * Membership=     * Membership=   313

1997-98 N Passing    =  84,055 N Passing    =  6,077 N Passing    =32 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =  86 N Passing    =   * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =     * N Passing    =   211

Membership=106,059 Membership=11,861 Membership=60 Membership=19 Membership=152 Membership=   * Membership=   * Membership=     * Membership=   260

1998-99 N Passing    =   80,168 N Passing    =  6,963 N Passing    =25 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =120 N Passing    =   * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =     * N Passing    =   642

Membership=   95,479 Membership=11,054 Membership=38 Membership=23 Membership=168 Membership=   * Membership=   * Membership=     * Membership=   823

1999-00 N Passing    =   76,168 N Passing    =  6,264 N Passing    =18 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =146 N Passing    =   * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =     * N Passing    =   163

Membership=   95,163 Membership=10,570 Membership=36 Membership=28 Membership=236 Membership=   * Membership=   * Membership=     * Membership=   223

2000-01 N Passing    =   75,362 N Passing    =  6,462 N Passing    =13 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =    * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =20 N Passing    =   737 N Passing    =   710

Membership=   99,480 Membership=13,254 Membership=36 Membership=13 Membership=    * Membership=   * Membership=40 Membership=1,369 Membership=1,054

2001-02 N Passing    =  77,035 N Passing    =  7,664 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =  * N Passing    =    * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =28 N Passing    =   890 N Passing    =   900

Membership=  94,533 Membership=13,297 Membership=28 Membership=23 Membership=    * Membership=   * Membership=48 Membership=1,403 Membership=1,187

2002-03 N Passing    =  89,432 N Passing    =  9,475 N Passing    =29 N Passing    =20 N Passing    =    * N Passing    =  73 N Passing    =  * N Passing    =      * N Passing    =1,191

Membership=106,201 Membership=15,325 Membership=55 Membership=44 Membership=    * Membership=106 Membership=15 Membership=    28 Membership=1,448

2003-04 N Passing    =  92,009 N Passing    =  9,686 N Passing    =47 N Passing    =27 N Passing    =    * N Passing    =  64 N Passing    =  3 N Passing    =      3 N Passing    =1,432

Membership=108,609 Membership=15,172 Membership=68 Membership=51 Membership=    * Membership=114 Membership=12 Membership=    24 Membership=1,723

2004-05 N Passing    =  94,066 N Passing    =10,375 N Passing    =30 N Passing    =22 N Passing    =    * N Passing    =598 N Passing    =  4 N Passing    =    16 N Passing    =1,677

Membership=109,741 Membership=15,647 Membership=43 Membership=41 Membership=    * Membership=885 Membership=16 Membership=    42 Membership= 2,000

2005-06 N Passing    =  71,584 N Passing    =  6,314 N Passing    =32 N Passing   =  19 N Passing    =   * N Passing    = 124 N Passing    =   * N Passing     =     * N Passing    = 1,342

Membership= 111,004 Membership= 16,803 Membership=69 Membership= 50 Membership=   * Membership= 498 Membership=154 Membership=  322 Membership= 2,277

2006-07 N Passing    =  74,999 N Passing    =  5,927 N Passing    =38 N Passing   =  10 N Passing    =   * N Passing    = 136 N Passing    = * N Passing    =   * N Passing     =     * N Passing    = 1,231

Membership= 111,030 Membership= 15,285 Membership=87 Membership= 46 Membership=   * Membership= 479 Membership= 51 Membership=144 Membership=  308 Membership= 2,060

                              Notes:  1Only performance data, not multiple-choice data, are centrally collected.

*Prior to 2003-04, no scores were reported when membership was fewer than thirty students; student performance for the severely/profoundly mentally disabled and deaf/blind categories were not included for this reason. Beginning in 2003-04, performance
 data are not reported when membership is fewer than five. Performance data that are less than or equal to 5.0 percent, or greater than or equal to 95.0 percent, are not displayed.
"Membership" and "N Passing" totals for "Students with Disabilities" data include all students with performance answer sheets coded as having a disability, including Section 504.
 Prior to 2000-01, data for autistic, severely/profoundly mentally disabled, multihandicapped, deaf/blind, and trainable mentally disabled were combined under the "Other Exceptional Classification (OEC). OEC is no longer reported as a category starting in 2000-01.   
 All data use "Membership" as the denominator.
 Students who began grade 8 in 1996-97 through 1999-00 were tested on the 1992 computer skills curriculum. Students who began grade 8 in 2000-01 throug 2004-05 were tested on the 1998 computer skills curriculum. Students who began grade 8
 in 2005-06 and beyond were tested on the 2004 computer skills curriculum.
 The vertical lines between years in the legend indicates that the edition of the tests changed.
 Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.
 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.

Figure 27.  North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills 

       OI - Orthopedically Impaired   TBI - Traumatic Brain Injured  OEC - Other Exceptional Classification   A - Autistic  S/PMD - Severely\Profoundly Mentally Disabled   
MH - Multihandicapped   TMD - Trainable Mentally Disabled  Section 504
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8th Graders Taking the General Performance1 Test of Computer Skills for the First Time (1996-97 to 2004-05), by School Year, and
8th Graders Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time (2005-06 to 2007-08), by School Year,

Performance of Students with Disabilities, by Classification (continued)
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Report of Student Performance on the North Carolina Computer Skills Proficiency Standard, 2007-08

2007-08 N Passing    =    78,778   N Passing    =    6,266 N Passing    =  186 N Passing   =  * N Passing    =   * N Passing    =    333 N Passing    =   65 N Passing    =    205 N Passing     =      *   N Passing    =     * N Passing    =   2,617

Membership= 112,824   Membership= 16,191 Membership= 621 Membership= 1 Membership=   0 Membership= 1,054 Membership= 151 Membership= 1,909 Membership=  355 Membership=  56 Membership=  6,163

2007-08 N Passing    =    78,778   N Passing    =    6,266      N Passing    =     * N Passing    =    29 N Passing    =  122 N Passing    =  13 N Passing    =   20 N Passing     =  1,454 

Membership= 112,824   Membership= 16,191     Membership= 153 Membership=   57 Membership= 236 Membership= 37 Membership=  48 Membership=  2,234

      Notes:   1Only performance data, not multiple-choice data, are centrally collected.

 *Performance data are not reported when membership is fewer than five. Performance data that are less than or equal to 5.0 percent, or greater than or equal to 95.0 percent, are not displayed.

"Membership" and "N Passing" totals for "Students with Disabilities" data include all students with performance answer sheets coded as having a disability, including Section 504.

 All data use "Membership" as the denominator.

 Students who began grade 8 in 2005-06 and beyond were tested on the 2004 computer skills curriculum.

 The vertical lines between years in the legend indicates that the edition of the tests changed.

 Disability categories were revised to reflect those in the 2007-08 authoritative source for students with disabilities (CECAS).

 Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.

 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.
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8th Graders Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time, 2007-08
Figure 27.  North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills 

Performance of Students with Disabilities, by Classification (continued)

AU-Autism  DB-Deaf-Blindness  DF-Deafness  ED-Serious Emotional Disability  HI-Hearing Impairment  IDMI-Intellectual Disability-Mild  IDMO-Intellectual Disability-Moderate  IDSE-Intellectual Disability-Severe

LD-Specific Learning Disability  MU-Multiple Disabilities  OH-Other Health Impairment  OI-Orthopedic Impairment  SI-Speech/Language Impairment  TB-Traumatic Brain Injury  Section 504
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Report of Student Performance on the North Carolina Computer Skills Proficiency Standard, 2007-08

Figure 28.  North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills 
8th Graders Taking the Performance Test* of Computer Skills for the First Time (1996-97 to 2004-05), by School Year, and

8th Graders Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time (2005-06 to 2007-08), by School Year,
Performance of Limited English Proficient Students

1996-97 N Passing     = 65,432 N Passing     = 251
Membership = 88,846 Membership = 632

1997-98 N Passing     = 84,055 N Passing     = 199
Membership = 106,059 Membership = 351

1998-99 N Passing     = 80,168 N Passing     = 594
Membership = 95,479 Membership = 1,018

1999-00 N Passing     = 76,168 N Passing     = 1,148
Membership = 95,163 Membership = 2,105

2000-01 N Passing     = 75,362 N Passing     = 677
Membership = 99,480 Membership = 1,382

2001-02 N Passing     = 77,035 N Passing     = 781
Membership = 94,533 Membership = 1,440

2002-03 N Passing     = 89,432 N Passing     = 1,165
Membership = 106,201 Membership = 1,997

2003-04 N Passing     = 92,009 N Passing     = 1,478
Membership = 108,609 Membership = 2,470

2004-05 N Passing     = 94,066 N Passing     = 1,921
Membership = 109,741 Membership = 3,093

2005-06 N Passing     = 71,584 N Passing     = 1,193
Membership = 111,004 Membership = 4,301

2006-07 N Passing = 74,999 N Passing = 1,469
Membership= 111,030 Membership= 4,910

2007-08 N Passing = 78,778 N Passing = 2,238
Membership= 112,824 Membership= 6,037

Notes: *Only performance data, not multiple-choice data, are centrally collected.
All data use "Membership" as the denominator.
Students who began grade 8 in 1996-97 through 1999-00 were tested on the 1992 computer skills curriculum; students who began grade 8 in 2000-01 through 2004 were tested     
on the 1998 computer skills curriculum. Students who began grade 8 in 2005-06 and beyond were tested on the 2004 computer skills curriculum.
The vertical lines between years in the legend indicates that the edition of the test changed.
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report. 
Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section
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         Table 24.  2006-07 to 2007-08 North Carolina Tests Computer Skills 
          8th Graders Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time,

Characteristics and Performance
2006-07 2007-08

 Member-
ship 

Number Percent  Member-
ship 

Number Percent
Passing  Proficient Passing  Proficient

Grade 8 - All Students 111,030 74,999 67.5 112,824 78,778 69.8
Gender
Female 54,261 39,006 71.9 54,974 40,627 73.9
Male 56,769 35,993 63.4 57,850 38,151 65.9
Not Coded 0 * * 0 * *
Ethnic Group
American Indian 1,573 864 54.9 1,641 919 56.0
Asian 2,341 1,842 78.7 2,588 2,061 79.6
Black 33,362 15,924 47.7 33,316 17,172 51.5
Hispanic 8,746 4,346 49.7 10,086 5,422 53.8
Multi-Racial 2,790 1,982 71.0 3,214 2,359 73.4
White 62,218 50,041 80.4 61,979 50,845 82.0
Not Coded 0 * * 0 * *
Parental Education
Did not finish high school Data Not  Available Data Not  Available
High school or GED 
Some education after high school but did not graduate 
Community, technical or junior college 
Trade or business school
Four-year college degree
Graduate degree
Not Coded
Hours of Homework Using the Computer (per week)
None assigned 17,494 9,801 56.0 16,845 9,630 57.2
Less than 1 hour 31,056 21,267 68.5 31,184 22,401 71.8
Between 1-3 hours 27,884 19,392 69.5 28,696 21,255 74.1
More than 3 hours, less than 5 hours 8,785 6,023 68.6 9,024 6,726 74.5
Between 5-10 hours 3,523 2,516 71.4 3,615 2,773 76.7
More than 10 hours 1,741 1,045 60.0 1,726 1,150 66.6
Assigned but not done 1,543 522 33.8 1,417 482 34.0
Not Coded 18,990 14,432 76.0 20,317 14,361 70.7
Where Computer Skills are Learned
At home 68,807 49,633 72.1 69,791 53,382 76.5
At a friend's 41,230 28,828 69.9 40,293 30,717 76.2
In computer class 84,879 56,236 66.3 84,206 59,659 70.8
In regular classes 57,787 40,688 70.4 59,040 44,292 75.0
Out of class 2,682 1,518 56.6 2,708 1,576 58.2
Computer camp 9,720 5,637 58.0 10,004 6,215 62.1
Other 34,254 22,733 66.4 34,391 24,835 72.2
Location of Regular Computer Access
In class 62,224 42,154 67.7 59,240 43,467 73.4
In computer lab 86,871 57,981 66.7 87,460 62,263 71.2
In media center/library 77,465 52,563 67.9 77,748 56,840 73.1
Other 26,484 17,140 64.7 26,530 18,744 70.7
Not Coded 20,011 14,723 73.6 20,712 14,511 70.1
Years Attended North Carolina Schools
First year 4,006 2,237 55.8 4,094 2,201 53.8
Between 1-2 6,713 3,711 55.3 7,323 4,147 56.6
3 or more 81,450 54,687 67.1 81,277 58,127 71.5
Not Coded 18,861 14,364 76.2 20,130 14,303 71.1
Computer Access Outside of Class
No 10,003 3,870 38.7 9,526 3,433 36.0
On occasion 21,626 11,997 55.5 20,865 12,291 58.9
All the time 60,432 44,715 74.0 62,125 48,708 78.4
Not Coded 18,969 14,417 76.0 20,308 14,346 70.6
Opportunity to Use Computer to Present Information
Never 5,138 2,300 44.8 4,619 1,988 43.0
Sometimes 51,324 31,936 62.2 51,210 33,344 65.1
Often 35,599 26,350 74.0 36,720 29,108 79.3
Not Coded 18,969 14,413 76.0 20,275 14,338 70.7

     Notes:  All data use "Membership" as the denominator. 
                 Students who began grade 8 in 2005-06 and beyond were tested on the 2004 computer skills curriculum. 
                 Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.

119



Report of Student Performance on the North Carolina Computer Skills Proficiency Standard, 2007-08

2006-07 2007-08
  Number Percent   Number Percent

Category Membership Passing Proficient Membership Passing Proficient
  Grade 8 - All Students 111,030 74,999 67.5 112,824 78,778 69.8

   Assistive Technology/Devices 169 19 11.2 164 38 23.2
   Dictation to Scribe 68 21 30.9 58 21 36.2
   Interpreter/Transliterator Signs/Cues Test1 25 6 24.0 45 11 24.4
   Magnification Devices 25 12 48.0 43 18 41.9
   Test Administrator Reads Test Aloud (in English)1 7,306 2,092 28.6 6,427 1,935 30.1
   Typewriter/Word Processor 19 16 84.2 12 6 50.0
   Hospital/Home Testing 6 3 50.0 1 *    *   
   Multiple Testing Sessions 3,059 973 31.8 2,821 906 32.1
   Scheduled Extended Time 12,608 4,371 34.7 12,187 4,409 36.2
   Testing in a Separate Room 9,154 2,939 32.1 8,891 2,950 33.2
   English/Native Language Dictionary/Electronic Translator 1,193 223 18.7 1,357 324 23.9
   Student Reads Aloud to Self 0 ** ** 17 4 23.5
   Accommodation Notification Form 18 10 55.6 0 ** **

 Notes: **Performance data are not reported when membership is fewer than five. Performance data that are less than or equal to 5.0 percent, or greater than or equal to 95.0 percent, are not displayed.
              1Use of the "Interpreter/Transliterator Signs/Cues Test" and "Test Administrator Reads Test Aloud (in English)" accommodations during the administration of state tests that measure reading comprehension
              skills invalidates the results of the test.
              Accommodations are available for students with disabilities or limited English proficiency.
              All data use "memberhsip" as the denominator.
              All data are rounded to the nearest tenth, therefore, accommodation categories may not sum to 100.0 percent.
              Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.
              Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Program. 

Table 25.  2006-07 to 2007-08 North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills 
8th Graders Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time,

Accommodations
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2006-07 2007-08
Number of Number Percent Number of Number Percent 

Course Category Respondents Passing Proficient Respondents Passing Proficient
Mathematics Spreadsheet 53,247 37,271 70.0 51,226 37,190 72.6

Database 33,628 22,880 68.0 31,462 22,373 71.1
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 21,222 14,883 70.1 21,921 15,708 71.7
Telecommunications 7,640 5,065 66.3 7,884 5,349 67.8
Multimedia 16,412 11,108 67.7 18,577 13,413 72.2

Science Spreadsheet 27,278 18,307 67.1 26,343 18,259 69.3
Database 25,773 17,724 68.8 24,852 17,536 70.6
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 32,424 23,942 73.8 32,177 25,461 79.1
Telecommunications 9,046 5,869 64.9 9,482 6,499 68.5
Multimedia 21,182 16,180 76.4 24,993 20,509 82.1

Social Spreadsheet 20,998 13,599 64.8 21,382 13,944 65.2
Science Database 20,769 14,660 70.6 21,216 15,295 72.1

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 38,111 28,358 74.4 38,189 30,255 79.2
Telecommunications 8,617 5,874 68.2 9,152 6,507 71.1
Multimedia 20,063 15,423 76.9 24,493 20,122 82.2

Language Spreadsheet 18,577 11,058 59.5 18,279 11,011 60.2
Arts Database 15,547 9,983 64.2 14,699 9,829 66.9

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 56,019 41,370 73.8 55,935 44,085 78.8
Telecommunications 9,842 6,775 68.8 9,834 7,126 72.5
Multimedia 20,749 15,753 75.9 24,433 20,039 82.0

Business Spreadsheet 33,093 22,077 66.7 33,784 24,534 72.6
Education Database 29,623 20,079 67.8 29,792 22,087 74.1

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 31,276 21,914 70.1 31,834 24,262 76.2
Telecommunications 18,326 12,434 67.8 18,517 13,718 74.1
Multimedia 22,598 16,020 70.9 25,161 19,655 78.1

Other Spreadsheet 32,025 21,224 66.3 30,501 21,937 71.9
Database 26,926 18,251 67.8 25,426 18,858 74.2
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 35,597 25,865 72.7 34,898 27,288 78.2
Telecommunications 16,675 11,563 69.3 16,313 12,256 75.1
Multimedia 27,424 19,887 72.5 29,583 23,350 78.9

Notes:  All data use "Number of Respondents" as the denominator.      
             Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.   
             Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.   

Table 26.  2006-07 to 2007-08 North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills 
8th Graders Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time,

Computer Skills Learned in Each Subject Area
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2006-07 2007-08

Course
Number of 

Respondents
Number 
Passing

Percent 
Proficient

Number of 
Respondents

Number 
Passing

Percent 
Proficient

Mathematics Spreadsheet 6,475 2,734 42.2 6,220 2,590 41.6
Database 4,245 1,799 42.4 3,973 1,677 42.2
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 2,600 1,059 40.7 2,631 1,049 39.9
Telecommunications 1,102 425 38.6 1,098 410 37.3
Multimedia 2,191 834 38.1 2,248 896 39.9

Science Spreadsheet 3,669 1,454 39.6 3,636 1,386 38.1
Database 3,310 1,393 42.1 3,232 1,351 41.8
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 3,610 1,677 46.5 3,305 1,658 50.2
Telecommunications 1,353 524 38.7 1,456 570 39.1
Multimedia 2,198 1,087 49.5 2,429 1,327 54.6

Social Spreadsheet 3,066 1,134 37.0 3,243 1,146 35.3
Science Database 2,709 1,189 43.9 2,735 1,181 43.2

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 4,167 2,031 48.7 3,932 1,971 50.1
Telecommunications 1,236 532 43.0 1,304 542 41.6
Multimedia 2,081 1,008 48.4 2,260 1,226 54.2

Language Spreadsheet 2,846 930 32.7 2,906 904 31.1
Arts Database 2,088 753 36.1 1,999 716 35.8

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 6,175 3,019 48.9 5,808 3,010 51.8
Telecommunications 1,310 538 41.1 1,263 527 41.7
Multimedia 2,081 992 47.7 2,156 1,152 53.4

Business Spreadsheet 4,350 1,789 41.1 4,090 1,820 44.5
Education Database 3,884 1,647 42.4 3,520 1,653 47.0

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 3,779 1,691 44.7 3,432 1,693 49.3
Telecommunications 2,445 1,029 42.1 2,214 1,028 46.4
Multimedia 2,742 1,229 44.8 2,558 1,339 52.3

Other Spreadsheet 4,001 1,574 39.3 3,722 1,591 42.7
Database 3,256 1,358 41.7 3,017 1,414 46.9
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 3,845 1,765 45.9 3,519 1,784 50.7
Telecommunications 2,095 905 43.2 1,847 870 47.1
Multimedia 2,972 1,376 46.3 2,851 1,500 52.6

           Notes:    All data use "Number of Respondents" as the denominator.  
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.
Prepared by NCPDI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.

Category

Table 27.  2006-07 to 2007-08 North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills 
8th Grade Students with Disabilities (including Section 504 Students) Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time,

Computer Skills Learned in Each Subject Area
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2006-07 2007-08

Course
Number of 

Respondents
Number 
Passing

Percent 
Proficient

Number of 
Respondents

Number 
Passing

Percent 
Proficient

Mathematics Spreadsheet 2,003 661 33.0 2,291 933 40.7
Database 1,303 434 33.3 1,406 561 39.9
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 791 251 31.7 943 334 35.4
Telecommunications 290 76 26.2 372 116 31.2
Multimedia 609 176 28.9 788 286 36.3

Science Spreadsheet 1,123 316 28.1 1,312 416 31.7
Database 1,041 328 31.5 1,180 427 36.2
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 1,151 386 33.5 1,276 542 42.5
Telecommunications 444 122 27.5 495 158 31.9
Multimedia 599 202 33.7 804 369 45.9

Social Spreadsheet 937 247 26.4 1,163 311 26.7
Science Database 790 267 33.8 899 336 37.4

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 1,329 491 36.9 1,454 634 43.6
Telecommunications 391 109 27.9 448 148 33.0
Multimedia 543 212 39.0 725 336 46.3

Language Spreadsheet 982 214 21.8 1,136 288 25.4
Arts Database 669 178 26.6 785 271 34.5

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 1,866 687 36.8 2,149 1,009 47.0
Telecommunications 447 138 30.9 458 158 34.5
Multimedia 621 197 31.7 791 367 46.4

Business Spreadsheet 1,125 370 32.9 1,386 592 42.7
Education Database 1,021 335 32.8 1,230 534 43.4

Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 975 334 34.3 1,209 556 46.0
Telecommunications 645 200 31.0 701 316 45.1
Multimedia 649 227 35.0 876 419 47.8

Other Spreadsheet 1,286 394 30.6 1,320 549 41.6
Database 1,009 332 32.9 1,047 444 42.4
Word Processing/Desktop Publishing 1,142 423 37.0 1,317 611 46.4
Telecommunications 608 203 33.4 663 252 38.0
Multimedia 919 334 36.3 1,057 521 49.3

           Notes:    All data use "Number of Respondents" as the denominator.  
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 15, 2008 are not included in this report.
Prepared by NCPDI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.

Category

Table 28.  2006-07 to 2007-08 North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills
8th Grade Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students Taking the Online Test of Computer Skills for the First Time,

Computer Skills Learned in Each Subject Area
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Sample Test Questions for Edition 1 Computer Skills Tests* 
 
 
Multiple-Choice Test 
This test consists of 70 questions that ask you about the use of computers in society, hardware and 
software components, keyboarding, and how to use specific software applications—word processing, 
database, spreadsheet, and telecomputing. 
 
Directions: To answer a question, first decide which is the best answer choice for a particular question.  
Then, find the question number on your answer grid (below) and make a mark in the circle containing 
the letter of the correct answer.  Remember to mark only one answer for each question. 
 

              

8 DCBA

7 DCBA

6 DCBA

5 DCBA

4 DCBA

3 DCBA

2 DCBA

DCBA1

 
 
 
Performance Test 
This test consists of four parts—Keyboarding Techniques, Word Processing/Editing, Database Use, and 
Spreadsheet Use—that assess how well you can use software to perform specific functions.  (The sample 
performance questions in this handbook, as well as the electronic files, are located on the Internet at 
www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing/index.html.**  These will provide you with a chance to 
practice the questions using actual keyboarding, word processing/editing, database, and spreadsheet 
files.  If you need help, talk to your teacher.) 
 
Directions: Read the directions at the beginning of each part.  Then complete the task or questions.   
Either you or the teacher giving the test must print out your work for Keyboarding Techniques and 
Word Processing/Editing.  For the Database Use and Spreadsheet Use parts you should mark your 
answers in the space provided next to each question. 
 
* This section is an excerpt from the North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills Student Handbook (September 2000). 
**The electronic files for state computer skills performance tests on the Internet are available in the software packages (PC     
and Macintosh platforms) that are supported by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. 
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 Edition 1 Computer Skills Multiple-Choice Test 
 
1. Doing research by using an online database 

instead of a printed set of similar information 
offers which advantage? 

 
A   more current information 
 
B   better charts 
 
C   easier to understand tables 
 
D   more legible diagrams 
 
 

2. Upon walking into Mr. Johnson's workroom, 
Daryl saw a test that would be given the next 
day on the computer screen.  Which of the 
following can Daryl ethically do? 

 
A   Correct obvious errors on the test to help 

Mr. Johnson avoid embarrassment. 
 
B   Read the questions as a study guide. 
 
C   Add a few well-chosen questions that Mr. 

Johnson left out. 
 
D   Leave the room without reading the test 

questions. 
 
 

3. What is the function of a disk drive? 
 

A   to print sheets of paper 
 
B   to read from or write information to a 

floppy disk 
 
C   to display information or pictures on a 

screen 
 
D   to calculate numbers 

 
 

4. For a social studies report, Fred needs to 
illustrate the products of North Carolina with 
pictures and comparison graphs.  He would 
most likely use which software programs? 

 
A   spreadsheet and statistical 
 
B   spreadsheet and database 
 
C   graphing and clip art 
 
D   clip art and drawing 
 
 

5. For correct keyboarding, what is the 
recommended placement of fingers on the 
home row keys? 

 
A   fingers of the left hand on A-S-D-F and 

fingers on the right hand on J-K-L-; 
 
B   fingers of the right hand on A-S-D-F and 

fingers on the left hand on J-K-L-; 
 
C   fingers of the left hand on A-S-E-F and 

fingers on the right hand on J-K-O-P 
 
D   fingers of the left hand on Q-W-E-R and 

fingers on the right hand on U-I-O-P 
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6. Jim is typing a song on his word processor.  
The song has four verses, and the chorus is 
repeated after each verse.  What would be the 
most efficient way to enter the song, making 
sure the chorus is repeated after each verse? 

 
A   Type the chorus four times. 
 
B   Copy the chorus on a copy machine and 

then cut and paste it into the document. 
 
C   Use the Copy and Paste Commands on the 

word processor. 
 
D   Highlight the text and change it to Bold. 
 
 
 

7. Which is not an advantage of using 
computerized spreadsheets? 

 
A   speed of calculation 
 
B   flexibility of moving entries 
 
C   cost of initial set-up 
 
D   ability to generate tables 
 
 
 

8. Using an electronic bulletin board, Andy can 
do all of the following except which one? 

 
A   send private messages to a friend 
 
B   send a public message to friends interested 

in one topic 
 
C   send pictures to a friend 
 
D   send a package to a friend 
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Edition 1 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part I: Keyboarding Techniques 
 
 

 
Directions:   
 
1. Key, as accurately as possible, the title and paragraphs 

below.  Remember to use correct keyboarding techniques.  
Note: Do not worry about any differences in word wrap 
between what you type and how the paragraphs appear on 
this page. 

 
2. When you have finished keying the title and paragraphs, 

print your work. 
 

 
 
 

 
OUR WEEKLY ASSEMBLY MEETING 

 
 Every Wednesday morning the students at Smith Middle 
School meet in the auditorium for assembly.  The program may 
include 
 speakers, 
 musicians, 
 plays, 
 or movies. 
Most of the students like assembly because we never know what to 
expect. 
 
 Sometimes at the end of the program, the principal tells us 
about special upcoming events.  Every spring my math club makes a 
presentation.  Last spring I explained how a computer does math. 
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Edition 1 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part II: Word Processing/Editing 

 
 

 
Directions:   
 
1.  Edit the title and paragraph below.  You may use the 

"Edit Symbol Reference Table" provided below if you 
need assistance. 

 
2.  When you have finished editing the title and 
paragraph, print your     work. 
 

 
 

    

center

indent

insert

move

spell out

capitalize

lower case

delete

replace word

insert space
new paragraph

Edit Symbol Reference Table
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Edition 1 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part III: Database Use 
 
 

 

Directions:  Use your database program and the file called 
MAGAZDB. 
 

1. Read the scenario. 
2. Use the database file to respond to the questions below. 
3. When asked to “describe the steps you took to find your 

answer,” use appropriate database terms.  For example, 
“Sorted Ad Cost per pg in descending order” or “Searched 
the Ad Cost per pg for all records greater than 1,000.” 

 

 

Scenario: 
 

Your school is selling magazines to raise money for class trips.  Using the 
database MAGAZDB, your job is to answer questions asked by your 
classmates who are selling the magazines and other classmates who are 
handling records of sales. 

 

 Sample Record from MAGAZDB Database.* 
TITLE: American Health       
CITY PUBLISHED: New York      
STATE PUBLISHED: New York    
  
PUBLISHED BY: Reader’s Digest Association, Inc.   
TYPE OF MAG:   Health    
  
#PUB PER YEAR:  10      
AD COST PER PG:  $34,500     
AD COST BCK COV:  $44.800    
COST PER COPY:    $1.95     

 

  1. What is the name of the magazine that has the largest 
circulation? 

 

       2.      What is the name of the magazine published 6 times per  
   year (# PUB PER YEAR) that has an advertisement cost  
   per page (AD COST PER PG) of $4,045? 
 

Explanation:  Use database terms to describe the steps you took 
to find your answer. 
___________________________________________________________  
 

___________________________________________________________ 
  

___________________________________________________________ 
 

*NOTE: This example does not contain all fields of the database.  It is not representative of a complete record. 
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Edition 1 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part IV: Spreadsheet Use 

 
 

Directions: Use your spreadsheet program and the file called 
SSDRYCL.  
1.  Read the scenario. 
2. Use the spreadsheet file to respond to the questions below. 
 

 

Scenario: 
 

The owners of a new dry cleaning business have pledged to donate 1% of 
their profit to purchase books for the library at your school.  Your Computer 
Skills class has created the spreadsheet SSDRYCL to help the owners keep 
accurate records.  On assignment at the dry cleaner’s, you test the 
spreadsheet in the following situations. 
 

NOTE: The spreadsheet automatically calculates 6% tax. 
 
 
 
    Excerpt from SSDRYCL Spreadsheet 

       
Amount of money available to spend: $0.00   
       
       
       
      Cost of 
     Cost of Specific 
   Number of Cost Per Specific Item Plus 
   Items Item Items Tax 
Shirts:   0 $1.55 $0.00 $0.00 
Blouses:   0 $1.60 $0.00 $0.00 
Men’s Suits:   0 $5.50 $0.00 $0.00 
Women’s Suits:   0 $5.25 $0.00 $0.00 
Sweaters:   0 $2.75 $0.00 $0.00 
Overcoats:   0 $8.25 $0.00 $0.00 
       
   Total Cost of Dry Cleaning: $0.00 
       
   Amount of money Remaining: $0.00 

 
     
   
    

  1. Franco has $25.00 to pay for cleaning two sweaters and 
two overcoats.  How much change should he get back? 

 
       2.  Colleen paid $8.48 for having a number of blouses cleaned.  

How many blouses did she have cleaned in all? 
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Answers to Sample Questions and Notes 
 

Edition 1 Multiple-Choice Test Edition 1 Performance Test 
 
1. The correct answer is A.  This question 

measures how well you understand how 
computers are used as a tool for accessing 
information. 

 

2. The correct answer is D.  This question 
measures how well you understand the ethical 
use of computers and respect the computer-
generated work of others. 

 

3. The correct answer is B.  This question 
measures your understanding of the 
components of a computer—hardware and 
software.  You may also be asked about other 
physical components of a computer, their 
function, and use. 

 

4. The correct answer is C.  This question 
measures your knowledge of the use of 
software in various subjects to solve problems.  
You may also be asked about other types of 
software, e.g., probeware used in science, 
database programs used in social studies. 

 

5. The correct answer is A.  This question 
measures your knowledge of correct 
keyboarding skills and finger placement on the 
home row keys. 

 

6. The correct answer is C.  This question 
measures your ability to use the Copy and 
Paste functions while word processing.  You 
may also be asked about other functions (e.g., 
Move, Print) and utilities (e.g., spell checker, 
grammar checker), and about producing 
desktop published documents. 

 

7. The correct answer is C.  This question 
measures your understanding of the 
advantages (or disadvantages) of using a 
computerized spreadsheet versus a printed 
spreadsheet.  You may also be asked to use a 
spreadsheet to test simple "What if" 
statements. 

 

8. The correct answer is D.  This question 
measures your understanding of how an 
electronic bulletin board works. 

 
Part I: Keyboarding Techniques.  This task is  
scored for typing accuracy, spacing, and length. 
 
 
Part II: Word Processing/Editing.  This task is  
scored for the number of correct edits and if other 
errors are made while editing. 
 
 
Part III: Database Use. 
 
1. The correct answer is “Reader’s Digest.” 
 This question measures your ability to 
 sort a database. 
 
2. The correct answer is “American Scientist.” 
 Your answer is also scored for how well you 

explain how you determined your answer to
 the question (“I searched the field # PUB 

 PER YEAR=6 and searched the field AD 
 COST PER YEAR=$4,045).  This question 
 measures your ability to search a database 
 using more than one criterion to solve a 
 problem. 

 
Part IV: Spreadsheet Use. 
 
1. The correct answer is $1.68.  This question 
 measures your ability to use a spreadsheet 
 to test simple “What if” statements. 
 
2. The correct answer is 5.  This question also 
 measures your ability to use a spreadsheet 
 to test simple “What if” statements. 
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Sample Test Questions for Edition 2 Computer Skills Tests 
 
 
Multiple-Choice Test 
This test consists of 70 questions that ask you about the use of computers in society, hardware and 
software components, keyboarding, and how to use specific software applications—word processing, 
database, spreadsheet, and telecommunications. 
 

Directions: To answer a question, first decide which is the best answer choice for a particular question.  
Then, find the question number on your answer grid (below) and make a mark in the circle containing 
the letter of the correct answer.  Remember to mark only one answer for each question. 
 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance Test 
This test consists of three parts—Desktop Publishing, Database Use, and Spreadsheet Use—that assess 
how well you can use software to perform specific functions.  (By going to 
www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing/computerskills/handbook, you can practice the same 
sample performance questions in this handbook on the Internet using actual electronic files.*  If you 
need help, talk to your teacher.) 
 

Directions: Read the directions at the beginning of each part.  Then complete the task or questions.   
Either you or the teacher giving the test must print out some of your work for Desktop Publishing, 
Database Use, and Spreadsheet Use.  You will also mark your answers in the space provided next to 
several questions in the Database Use and Spreadsheet Use parts of the test. 
 

 
*The electronic files for state computer skills performance tests on the Internet are available in the software packages (PC 
and Macintosh platforms) that are supported by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. 

DCBA1

DCBA2

DCBA3

DCBA4

DCBA5

DCBA6

DCBA7

DCBA8

DCBA9
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Edition 2 Computer Skills Multiple-Choice Test 
 
1. Trish is editing the last paragraph of her 

essay.  She has decided to add another 
sentence before the last sentence.  Which 
of the following would be the most 
efficient process?  

 
A Type the sentence in another 

document and then place it in her 
essay where she wants it.        

 
B Type the sentence at the end of her 

essay and then move it to where she 
wants it. 

 
C Type the sentence at the end of her 

essay, copy the new sentence, and 
then paste it where she wants it.      

 
D Put the cursor at the point where she 

wants to add the sentence and then 
type the sentence. 

 
 
2. Which search of an electronic phone 

directory would find only the Doe families 
living on Main Street in area code 919?   

 
A Name = “Doe” or Address = “Main 

Street” or Area Code = “919”      
    
B Name = “Doe” and Address = “Main 

Street” or Area Code = “919”        
 
C Name = “Doe” or Address = “Main 

Street” and Area Code = “919”       
  
D Name = “Doe” and Address = “Main 

Street” and Area Code = “919” 
 

 

3. Using the table below, what is the result in 
Cell C6?    

 

�
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 A 80   
 
 B 71   
 
 C 59   
 
 D 57 
 
 
4. What does rsmith represent in  
 rsmith@mail.com? 

 
A domain      
 
B host        
 
C user’s name 
 
D address 
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5. Why is a web site an effective way to present 

a report on an animal that you are studying?  
   

A People like to read reports on 
computers. 

 
B People can follow links to additional 

information, pictures, or animal 
sounds.   

 
C People do not have to read the report; 

they can just look at the pictures and 
listen to the sounds. 

 
D People can read a long report on one 

page by scrolling down so they do not 
have to go to another web page. 

 
 
 
6. When is a storyboard most helpful?  
  

A at the end of a project to be sure the 
product is complete         

 
B at the end of a project to be sure the 

product is linear   
 
C during the project planning to be sure 

the product works     
 
D in the middle of a project to be sure the 

product works 
 
 
 

7. Which method is used to cite resource 
materials in multimedia projects?  

 
 A bibliography of print resources     
 
 B bibliography of three main sources

  
 C bibliography of online resources 

 only 
 
 D bibliography of all resources 
 
 
 
8. Jane’s multimedia project group uses a 

picture from an electronic encyclopedia.  
Which of the following must Jane’s group 
do? 

 
 A Use the encyclopedia picture freely. 

  
 B Cite the source for the picture.   
 

C Credit the group members for scanning 
the picture. 

 
D List the names of the group members at 

the end of the project. 
 

 
 
9. Who of the following owns the artwork 

created in a school computer lab using 
commercial software?   

 
 A the student artist   
 
 B the school principal  
 
 C the school superintendent 
 
         D the software developer 
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Edition 2 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part I: Desktop Publishing 
 
 
Directions:  
 
1. Use your word processing program and the file called WPFILE. 
2. Read the scenario. 
3.  Use the word processing file to respond to the five tasks below. 
4. When you have finished, print your work. 
 
Scenario: 
 
Your assignment is to edit and format a student newsletter for your school.  Following the 
instructions below, edit and format the word processing file called WPFILE. 
 
Sample of WPFILE file  
  
The Social Studies TV Project Update 
  May 2000 Volume 4, #3 
 
  
The Big Four Became the Big Three 
           We are all familiar with the ABC, CBS, and NBC networks, but 

a fourth “major” network helped turn television from a novelty enjoyed 

mainly by scientists and a few owners of sets in New York City into a 

popular entertainment medium enjoyed by millions of viewers across 

the nation. 

TV Study to Be Televised 
  The members of Ms. Roberta Romano’s eighth-grade social studies class 
hope their schoolmates and friends will watch the six o’clock evening news on 
WRAM-TV next Friday.  Earlier in the afternoon, newscaster Warren Leonard will 
visit the class to interview students while preparing The Social Effects of 
Television in 1958 to send to the printers.  The 96-page pamphlet will include 
statistics the students prodused during their 16-week study of the influence of 
television programming on American society in 1958. 
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1. Center the newsletter title, The Social Studies TV Project Update, in bold  
 24-point type. 
 
 
2. In the first article, The Big Four Became the Big Three, make the following edits: 
 
  • Center the title in bold 14-point type 
  • Single space and left-align the text in regular 12-point type 
  • Indent the paragraph 
 
 
3. In the second article, TV Study to Be Televised, italicize the title, The Social Effects of 

Television in 1958. 
 
 
4. Use the spell checker to make certain all words are spelled correctly. 
 
 
5. Below the last article, key in the following article: Paying for Noticeable Names. 
 Remember to: 
 
 • Key as accurately as possible the title and paragraph in the box below 
 • Center and format the title in bold 14-point type 

• Indent the paragraph 
• Left-align the text in 12-point type 
• Use correct keyboarding techniques 

 • Use word wrap and ignore any differences between what you key and how the 
paragraph appears on this page 

 • Use the spell checker 
 
 
 

Paying for Noticeable Names 
 

During the 1958 television season, advertisers were careful to get full value for their 
investments by putting the names of their companies in the titles of programs such as Lux 
Playhouse, The Dinah Shore Chevy Show, and Lawrence Welk’s Plymouth Show. 
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Edition 2 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part II: Database Use 
 
Directions:  
 
1. Use your database program and the files called DBFILE and DBSHORT. 
2. Read the scenario. 
3.    Use the database file called DBFILE to respond to questions 1 and 2 below. 
4. Use the database file called DBSHORT to respond to question 3 below. 
5. When asked to “describe the steps you took to find your answer,” use appropriate 

database terms (for example, “Sorted the MONTHS EXISTED field in ascending 
order” or “Searched the MONTHS EXISTED field for all records greater than 
200”). 

 
Scenario: 
 
Your social studies class has created a database containing information on the 106 
network television shows shown during the evenings in the fall of 1958, the first year that 
all major networks had a full evening schedule.  The database DBFILE is complete 
through December 1998, and your task is to answer the following questions. 
 

Sample Record from DBFILE database (incomplete) 
PROGRAM: Alfred Hitchcock Presents   
BROADCAST DAY: Sunday   
NETWORK:   CBS   
TIME STARTED:  9:30   
TIME ENDED:  10:00   
MINUTES LONG:         30   
GENRE: Suspense Anthology 
LEAD PERFORMER:    Alfred Hitchcock  
 
__________________ 1. Which program lasted for the greatest number of    
                                                YEARS ON TV? 
 
_______________ 2. Which program had a MONTHS EXISTED number  
                                                greater than 150 months and a YEARS ON TV number  
                                                less than 5? 

Explanation: Use database terms to describe the steps 
you took to find your answer for question 2. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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PROGRAM NETWORK GENRE LEAD 

Bat Masterson NBC Western Gene Barry 
Ed Sullivan Show CBS Variety Ed Sullivan 
Leave It To Beaver ABC Situation Comedy Barbara Billingsley 
This is Music ABC Music Colin Male 
 
3. Close the database file called DBFILE.  Next open the database file called DBSHORT.  

Follow the instructions below: 
 
 • Add a new field named BROADCAST DAY (the new field may be added before or 

after any pre-existing field)  
 • In the new field named BROADCAST DAY, enter the following day for each 

program: 
 
  • Wednesday (for Bat Masterson) 
  • Sunday (for the Ed Sullivan Show) 
  • Thursday (for Leave it to Beaver) 
  • Monday (for This is Music)   
 
    
 Print your final DBSHORT file. 
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Edition 2 Computer Skills Performance Test 
Part III: Spreadsheet Use 
 
 
Directions:  
 
1. Use your spreadsheet program and the file called SSFILE. 
2. Read the scenario. 
3. Use the spreadsheet file to respond to questions 1 - 4 below. 
 
 
Scenario: 
 
Your social studies class is studying advertising on television in 1958.  Your teacher has 
created a spreadsheet to estimate the number of viewers in the neighborhood around your 
school who would have seen advertisements for nine programs that were popular in 1958.  
Your assignment is to test the spreadsheet by answering the five questions below.  After 
answering these questions, your teacher wants you to add new information to the file, 
SSFILE, and create a chart (graph) for presentation to your social studies class.  
 

     
Program Weeks Ad Ran Rating Weekly Viewers Times Ad Viewed 
Gunsmoke 0 40 208 0
Wagon Train 0 36 187 0
Have Gun Will Travel 0 34 177 0
The Danny Thomas Show 0 32 166 0
Maverick 0 30 156 0
The Price Is Right 0 30 156 0
Wanted: Dead or Alive 0 28 146 0
The Perry Como Show 0 27 140 0
Sugarfoot 0 27 140 0
     
     
TOTAL VIEWERS WATCHING ADS  0  

 
 

_____________ 1. If an ad ran for 7 weeks on The Price Is Right, how many times would 
    the ad have been viewed? 
 
_____________ 2. If an ad on Gunsmoke was viewed 1,872 times, how many weeks did the ad run? 
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3. To the right of the “Times Ad Viewed” column on the spreadsheet, label a new column 
“Network.”  In the rows under “Network,” enter the following networks for each 
program: 

 
 • CBS (for Gunsmoke)  
 • NBC (for Wagon Train) 
 • CBS (for Have Gun Will Travel)  
 • CBS (for The Danny Thomas Show)  
 • ABC (for Maverick) 
 • NBC (for The Price Is Right) 
 • NBC (for Wanted: Dead or Alive) 
 • NBC (for The Perry Como Show)  
 • ABC (for Sugarfoot) 
 
 

In the rows under the “Weeks Ad Ran” column, enter 7 for each program.  
 

 
 
4. Using the spreadsheet, create a chart (graph).  Choose the chart (graph) that will best display 

the following information: 
 
 • Column labels (Program, Weeks Ad Ran, Rating, Weekly Viewers) 
 • All data in the 4 columns (Program, Weeks Ad Ran, Rating, Weekly Viewers) 
 • Do not include the “Times Ad Viewed” column, the “Network” column, or the “TOTAL 

VIEWERS WATCHING ADS” row 
 
 
Print your final spreadsheet and chart (graph). 
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Answers to Sample Tests and Notes 
Edition 2 Multiple-Choice Test  
 
1. The correct answer is D.  This question measures your ability to create, format, save and print a 

word processed document. 
 
2. The correct answer is D.  This question measures your ability to apply searching and sorting 

strategies used in a database.  
 
3. The correct answer is B.  This question measures your ability to enter and edit data in a prepared 

spreadsheet and observe the results.  
 
4. The correct answer is C.  This question measures your ability to use e-mails as a means of 

communication.   
 
5. The correct answer is B.  This question measures your ability to use telecommunications to share 

and publish information. 
 
6. The correct answer is C.  This question measures your ability to create a multiple-outcome 

storyboard as a class activity. 
 

7. The correct answer is D.  This question measures your ability to research, create, publish, and 
present projects related to content areas using a variety of technological tools. 

 
8. The correct answer is B.  This question measures your ability to demonstrate an understanding of 

copyrights by citing sources of copyrighted materials in papers, projects, and multimedia 
presentations. 

 
9. The correct answer is A.  This question measures your ability to recognize an individual’s rights of 

ownership to computer-generated work. 
 
Edition 2 Performance Test 
 
Part I: Desktop Publishing. The tasks in this section measure your ability to edit and format a word 

processing file. Tasks measure the ability to align text, change font type and size, use a spell 
checker, and demonstrate keyboarding techniques. 

 
Part II: Database Use. 
 
1. The correct answer is “Walt Disney Presents.”  This question measures your ability to sort a 

database. 
 

2. The correct answer is “Adventures of Ellery Queen.”  Your answer is also scored for how well you 
explain how you determined your answer to the question (“I searched the field MONTHS 
EXISTED for all records > 150 and searched the field YEARS ON TV for all records < 5”).   This 
question measures your ability to search a database using more than one criterion to solve a 
problem. 

 
3. This question measures your ability to add a new field and records into a database. 
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Edition 2 Performance Test (continued) 
 
 
Part III: Spreadsheet Use. 
 
1. The correct answer is “1,092.”  This question measures your ability to use a spreadsheet to answer 

simple “What if” statements. 
 

2. The correct answer is “9.”  This question also measures your ability to use a spreadsheet to answer 
simple “What if” statements.  
 

3. This question measures your ability to label a column and enter data into spreadsheet cells. 
 
4. This question measures your ability to create a chart (graph) using specific data within the 

spreadsheet. 
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Sample Test Items for the North Carolina Tests of Computer Skills Test 

Edition 3 (2004 Curriculum): Online Test of Computer Skills and 
Computer Skills Alternative Assessment 

 
 
Online Test of Computer Skills 
The Online Test of Computer Skills consists of 54 operational items that measure the 
strands set forth and specifically defined in the North Carolina Computer/Technology 
Skills Standard Course of Study adopted by the SBE in February 2004: (1) 
Societal/Ethical Issues, (2) Database, (3) Spreadsheet, (4) Keyboard Utilization/Word 
Processing/Desk Top Publishing, (5) Multimedia/Presentation, and (6) 
Telecommunications/Internet. 
 
Computer Skills Alternative Assessment 
The Computer Skills Alternative Assessment consists of 60 operational items (35 
multiple choice items and 25 performance-based tasks [constructed response items]) that 
measure the strands set forth and specifically defined in the North Carolina 
Computer/Technology Skills Standard Course of Study adopted by the SBE in February 
2004: (1) Societal/Ethical Issues, (2) Database, (3) Spreadsheet, (4) Keyboard 
Utilization/Word Processing/Desk Top Publishing, (5) Multimedia/Presentation, and (6) 
Telecommunications/Internet. 
 
The 15 sample items below are representative of items found on the North Carolina Tests 
of Computer Skills Test Edition 3 (2004 Curriculum).  These items, and additional items, 
can be found in the Test Simulation included with the NCDesk application download.  
The Test Simulation provides students, administrators, and parents with the opportunity 
to become familiar with the test environment (i.e., appearance, navigation) and the use of 
the features/functions within the test environment.  In addition, while simulating the test 
environment, the Test Simulation allows users to practice application skills and actively 
perform the tasks requested by the sample items (i.e., filtering a database, editing text, 
etc.).  More information on NCDesk and the Test Simulation can be found at 
http://ncdesk.ncsu.edu/nccs/. 
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Sample Item 1 
The correct answer is D. This item measures the student’s knowledge of planning, 
designing, and developing a multimedia product to present content information in the 
most effective way. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 2 
This item measures the student’s ability to select and use WP/DTP features/functions to 
edit/revise documents/assignments. 
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Sample Item 3 
This item measures the student’s ability to use e-mail as a means of interactive 
communication. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 4 
This item measures the student’s ability to modify and use spreadsheets to solve 
problems and display findings. 
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Sample Item 5 
This item measures the student’s ability to modify and use databases to analyze, interpret 
and evaluate data. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 6 
This item measures the student’s ability to use WP/DTP features to format content 
projects/products. 
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Sample Item 7 
The correct answer is C. This item measures the student’s ability to identify 
terms/concepts associated with safe, effective, and efficient use of telecommunications 
and the Internet. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 8 
This item measures the student’s ability to modify databases to display data. 
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Sample Item 9 
This item measures the student’s ability to use multi-tasking concepts such as toggling 
and pasting between two windows on the desktop. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 10 
This item measures the student’s ability to use WP/DTP features to format content 
projects/products. 
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Sample Item 11 
The correct answer is C. This item measures the student’s knowledge of information 
technologies and their impact on schools, workplaces and society. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 12 
This item measures the student’s ability to select and use spreadsheet formulas and 
functions. 
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Sample Item 13 
This item measures the student’s ability to develop and use search strategies with two or 
more criteria. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Item 14 
The correct answer is B. This item measures the student’s ability to recognize how 
Copyright Laws protect the ownership of intellectual property. 
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Sample Item 15 
This item measures the student’s ability to create graphs/charts to display, analyze, and 
interpret data for content assignments. 
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Report of Student Performance on the North Carolina Computer Skills Proficiency Standard, 2007-08

Alpha Academy (K-8) Metrolina Regional Scholars' Academy (K-8)        
American Renaissance (K-8) Millennium Charter Academy (K-8)
Arapahoe Charter School (K-8) Mountain Discovery Charter (K-8)
Arts Based Elementary (K-5) Neuse Charter School (K-5)
ArtSpace Charter School (K-8) Omuteko Gwamaziima (K-8)                    
Bethany Community Middle (6-8) Orange Charter School (K-8)
Bethel Hill Charter School (K-6) PACE Academy (9-12)
Brevard Academy (K-8) Phoenix Academy (K-5)
Bridges (K-8) Piedmont Community School (K-12)
Cape Fear Center for Inquiry (K-8) Pine Lake Preparatory (K-2)
Cape Lookout Marine Science (9-12) PreEminent Charter School  (K-8)                         
Carolina International School (K-10) Provisions Academy (6-12)
Carter Community School (K-8) Quality Education Academy (K-10)
Casa Esperanza Montessori (K-6) Queen's Grant Community Schools (K-10)
Charlotte Secondary School (6) Quest Academy (K-8)
Charter Day School (K-8) Raleigh Charter High School (9-12)
Chatham Charter School (K-8) Research Triangle Charter Academy (K-8)
Children's Community School (K-6) River Mill Academy (K-12)
CIS Academy (6-8) Rocky Mount Prep. School (K-12)
Clover Garden (K-12) Roxboro Community School (7-11)
Columbus Charter School (K-3) Sallie B. Howard School (K-8)
Community Partners High (9-12) Sandhills Theatre Arts Renaissance School (STARS) (K-8)
Crosscreek Charter (K-8) Socrates Academy (K-3)
Crossnore Academy (K-12) SPARC Academy (K-8)
Crossroads Charter High (9-12) Sterling Montessori Academy (K-8)
Dillard Academy (K-4) Success Institute (K-8)
East Wake Academy (K-12) Sugar Creek Charter School (K-8)
Evergreen Community Charter (K-8) Summit Charter School (K-8)
Exploris Middle School (6-8) The Academy of Moore County (K-8)
Forsyth Academies (K-8)                       The Carter G. Woodson School (K-12)
Francine Delany New School for Children (K-8) The Central Park School for Children (K-5)
Gaston College Preparatory (5-11) The Children's Village Academy (K-6)
Grandfather Academy (5-12) The Community Charter School (K-5)
Gray Stone Day School (9-12) The Downtown Middle School (5-8)
Greensboro Academy (K-8)                                                The Franklin Academy (K-12)
Guilford Prep Academy (K-8)                                                               The Hawbridge School (9-12)
Haliwa-Saponi Tribal (K-12) The Laurinburg Homework Center (8-12)
Healthy Start Academy Charter (K-8) The Mountain Community School (K-8)
Highland Charter Public School (K-3) The New Dimensions School (K-5)
Hope Elementary School (K-5) The Woods Charter School (1-12)
Kennedy School (6-12) Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy (K-12)
Kestrel Heights School (6-12) Tiller School (K-5)
Kinston Charter Academy (K-8) Torchlight Academy (K-5)
KIPP: Charlotte (5) Two Rivers Community School (K-8)
Lake Norman Charter School (5-8) Union Academy (K-11)
Learning Center (K-8) Vance Charter School (K-8)
Lincoln Charter School (K-12) Voyager Academy (4-7)
Magellan Charter School (3-8) Washington Montessori (K-8)
Maureen Joy Charter School (K-8) Wilmington Preparatory Academy (K-4)

List of North Carolina Charter Schools, 2007-08
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