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Background and Introduction

The North Carolina Open-Ended Assessment was initially
implemented in 1992–1993 at grades 3–8 as a component
of the North Carolina End-of-Grade Testing Program.  The
tests contained a balanced number of open-ended questions
in reading, mathematics, and social studies for a total of
10 questions.  The tests with student-generated responses
were scored centrally by teachers during the summer and
were designed to inform instruction.  No individual student
scores were provided from this version of the open-ended
assessment.  In 1995, with the onset of the ABCs Plan to
reform public education, a decision was made to reduce
the amount of testing.  The open-ended assessment
component was suspended during the 1995–1996 school
year to allow for planning and revision of the assessment
to focus on more challenging subject matter.

Beginning in 1996–1997, the redesigned open-ended
assessment was administered to students at grades 5 and 8
on a state-designated testing date in November.  The
assessment was suspended during the 1998–1999 school
year but was reinstated in 1999–2000.  The open-ended
assessment is administered to students at grades 4 and 8
on one state-designated date in November effective with
the 1999–2000 school year.

What is the North Carolina Open-Ended Assessment?

The North Carolina Open-Ended Assessment broadly
measures the ability of students to access, organize, process,
analyze, evaluate, and make use of  information to solve
complex problems and make informed decisions.  The
assessment requires students at grades 4 and 8 to respond
in the space provided to 12 items in 90 minutes by writing
out their thoughts.  One form of the test at each grade is
administered statewide each year.  To provide time for
breaks and general instructions, students at grade 4 receive
an additional 18 minutes, and students at grade 8 receive
an additional 15 minutes.  Students with special needs may
use a variety of accommodations, such as Scheduled
Extended Time during the administration if the need for
the accommodation is documented in the Individualized
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Education Program (IEP), Section 504 Plan, or limited
English proficiency plan.

Students generate their responses to six reading items and
six mathematics items.  Students may be directed to write
sentences, design brochures, draw tables or charts, or write
a paragraph or short essay.  The items in both content areas
are linked in some way to an authentic reading passage(s).
The passage(s) may represent a variety of genres, writing
modes, or purposes.  While the content of the mathematics
items is thematically linked to the reading passage(s), those
items are not dependent on an understanding of the content
of the passage.  The mathematics items measure the
mathematics goals and objectives defined in the North
Carolina Standard Course of Study and stand as
independent items.  In addition, social studies and science
skills and content are embedded in some of the reading
and mathematics items.  The grade 8 reading section
contains an item that requires point-of-view or persuasive
writing; grade 4 has an item that requires narrative writing.
These items allow for a three-quarter page response and
are evaluated on reading comprehension, composition, and
applied language conventions.  The remaining reading
items assess reading comprehension and analytical skills.

Which students participate in this assessment?

All public school students in membership (including charter
schools) in grades 4 and 8 are required to take the tests
unless the exemption is documented in the IEP, Section
504 Plan, or limited English proficiency guidelines.  All
exempt students must be administered alternate
assessments.

When is the assessment administered?

During the 2000–2001 school year, the open-ended
assessment will be administered on the first Thursday in
November as early in the school day as the school schedule
permits.  The test is to be administered to all students at a
school at the same time.  Afternoon administrations are
prohibited.  Makeups are administered on the following
day.
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Are any tools required during testing?

Each student taking the open-ended assessment will be
required to have access to the NCDPI-issued/approved six-
inch/15-cm leading edge ruler and calculator.  The minimum
requirements for calculators are: (1) a four-function
calculator with memory key for students at grade 4; and
(2) a four-function calculator with square root function,
yx, �(pi), and algebraic logic.  As these are the minimum
requirements, students may use calculators that have more
functions (e.g., graphing calculators).  However, use of
keyboarding calculators and symbol manipulation
calculators is prohibited during the open-ended test
administration.

How are the assessments scored?

A contractor scores the open-ended assessments using
rubrics and scoring criteria developed by a North Carolina
Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) established
advisory group composed of North Carolina teachers and
curriculum specialists.  General rubrics (included in this
brief) have been established for reading and for
mathematics.  The general rubrics ensure a high level of
consistency in scoring for all test items within a content
area.  For example, a score point of two on one reading
item should be the same difficulty level as a two on another
reading item.  In addition to a general rubric, each test
item has a specific scoring rubric that defines the level of
response expectation for that particular item.  Rubrics for
the open-ended items generally range from two score points
to four score points for items that are more complex and
require substantial elaboration.

How are the scores reported?

Scores and student tests for the open-ended assessments
typically are returned to the school systems the following
spring.  Students receive a total scale score on an individual
score report for the open-ended assessment with subscores
for reading and mathematics.  Achievement Levels are
provided at grade 8.  Achievement levels for grade 4 are
not yet established.  Student test documents are returned
to the teachers along with a scoring guide designed for
each grade.   Schools and school systems receive class
rosters, school rosters, and summary reports.  A state report
of the results is prepared each year.

What are the scoring guides?

Sample scoring guides have been provided to each LEA
test coordinator (including charter schools) for 3rd, 4th,
7th, and 8th grade teachers to provide information for
helping students understand the assessment.  Scoring
guides are also available on the NCDPI website at
www.dpi.state.nc.us/accountability/testing.  The scoring

guides provide: (1) a complete description of the
assessments; (2) item-specific rubrics and sample annotated
student responses; and (3) scoring and reporting
information.  The scoring guides may also be shared with
parents.

Rubrics and Sample Information

The general rubrics for reading and mathematics at grades
4 and 8 are included below.  A reading passage and items
that were field-tested at grade 5 then follow.  Item-specific
rubrics are also included.  This information should provide
an indication of the types of items on the open-ended
assessments and the scoring standards which are applied.

GENERAL READING RUBRIC
GRADES 4 AND 8

0 Answer is unresponsive, unrelated, or inappropriate.

1 Answer deals with material on a concrete, literal level
that is accurate in most dimensions.

2 Answer deals with most aspects of the question and
makes correct inferences, although minor errors may
exist.  Comprehension is on an inferential level.  The
key skills are synthesis and analysis.

3 Answer addresses all aspects of the question, uses
sound reasons, and cites and explains appropriate
examples.  Uses skills of evaluation as well as
analysis and synthesis.

GENERAL MATHEMATICS RUBRIC
GRADES 4 AND 8

0 Answer is unresponsive, unrelated, or inappropriate.
Nothing is correct.

1 Addresses item but only partially correct; something
correct related to the question.

2 Answer deals correctly with most aspects of the
question, but something is missing.  May deal with
all aspects but have minor errors.

3 All parts of the question are answered accurately and
completely.  All directions are followed.
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