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1 The use of keyboarding or symbol manipulation calculators is prohibited during the administration of secure North Carolina
tests.  Symbol manipulation calculators are those capable of doing symbolic algebra (e.g., factoring, expanding, or
simplifying giving variable output) or symbolic calculus.  Calculator memory must be cleared prior to and after the test
administration.
2 Graphing calculators may only be used where specified.
3 For 2000-2001 and beyond, students must use the minimum calculator requirements listed in this column or calculators that
have more functions (e.g., graphing calculators).  Students are not allowed to use keyboarding or symbol manipulation
calculators under any circumstances.
4 Beginning 1999-2000 mathematics computation will include words and numbers instead of only numbers.  Mathematics
computation will be renamed calculator inactive; mathematics applications will be renamed calculator active.

North Carolina Testing Program: Calculators1

Test Calculator Requirements
for 1999-20002

Minimum Calculator Requirements
for 2000-2001 and Beyond3

Mathematics Computation:
Calculator use is not allowed.

Calculator Inactive:
Calculator use is not allowed.

Grade 3 Pretest
Mathematics4

Mathematics Applications:   
• Simple 4-function calculator with memory key
• Simple 4-function calculator with memory key

and correct order of operations feature

Calculator Active:
Four-function calculator with memory
key3

Grade 4:
• Simple 4-function calculator with memory key
• Simple 4-function calculator with memory key

and correct order of operations feature

Grade 4:
Four-function calculator with memory
key3Open-Ended

Assessment
Grades 4 & 8
Mathematics Grade 8:

• Any 4-function calculator with a square root
function or algebraic logic

• Scientific calculator

Grade 8:
Any four-function calculator with
square root function, yx, π (pi), and
algebraic logic3

Mathematics Computation at Grades 3-8:
Calculator use is not allowed.

Calculator Inactive at Grades 3-8:
Calculator use is not allowed.

Mathematics Applications at Grades 3-5:
• Simple 4-function calculator with memory key
• Simple 4-function calculator with memory key

and correct order of operations feature

Calculator Active at Grades 3-5:
Four-function calculator with memory
key3

End-of-Grade
Mathematics

Test4

Grades 3–8 Mathematics Applications at Grades 6-8:
• Any 4-function calculator with a square root

function or algebraic logic
• Scientific calculator

Calculator Active at Grades 6-8:
Any four-function calculator with
square root function, yx, π (pi), and
algebraic logic3

Mathematics Computation:
Calculator use is not allowed.

Mathematics Computation:
Calculator use is not allowed.

Competency
Test (new)

Mathematics

Mathematics Applications:
• Any 4-function calculator with a square root

function or algebraic logic
• Scientific calculator

Mathematics Applications:
Any four-function calculator with
square root function, yx, π (pi), and
algebraic logic3

High School
Comprehensive
Mathematics5

The expectation is that each student will use a
graphing calculator.  Students who use scientific
calculators will be at a disadvantage.

Graphing Calculator

Algebra I and Algebra II:
Graphing calculator

Algebra I and Algebra II:
Graphing calculator  

End-of-Course
Tests5 Chemistry, Geometry, Physical Science, Physics:

At least the functions of a scientific calculator but
may use a graphing calculator

Chemistry, Physical Science, Physics,
and Geometry:
Scientific Calculator3


