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Background 

• North Carolina’s belief that all children can learn is consistent 
with the requirement that all students must be provided the 
greatest academic challenges in order to ensure that every child 
has an opportunity to realize his or her potential. Consistent 
with this belief has been an assessment requirement to measure 
what students know and are able to do as graduates of North 
Carolina public schools. To assure that students possess the 
knowledge and skills necessary to function independently and 
successfully in assuming the responsibilities of citizenship, 
North Carolina has required students to meet a graduation 
testing standard since 1978 for the class of 1981. Initially the 
competency testing program focused on competencies that 
students need to possess as a minimum in the areas of reading, 
mathematics, and grammar in order to graduate from high 
school. Over the years the program was expanded to include a 
minimum skills writing component which was later eliminated. 
Effective with the graduates of 1998, students were expected to 
meet a higher standard in reading and mathematics. The results 
in this report focus on student performance on the higher 
standard which is equivalent to eighth-grade level performance 
in reading and mathematics. 

• The class of 1998 was the first class required by State Board of 
Education policy to meet a higher competency standard in the 
areas of reading and mathematics in order to receive a high 
school diploma.  The students graduating at the end of the 
1997-98 school year were required to demonstrate grade-level 
proficiency (Achievement Level III or IV) on the eighth-grade 
reading and mathematics tests, the competency tests or other 
acceptable screens. 

 • Data used to compile this report were provided by the LEAs 
from the Student Information Management System (SIMS) 
data files. The data files were generated using test results from 
students from July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001. 

Key Findings • The percentage of students passing the competency standard 
increases with each grade although the number of students in  
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membership decreases as students progress through the grades. 
Seventy-six percent of eighth-graders passed the standard in 
the 2000-01 school year, while 77 percent of ninth graders, 88 
percent of tenth graders, 91 percent of eleventh graders, and 94 
percent of twelfth-graders met the requirement.  

 • There are fewer disparities in percent passing by ethnicity at 
grade 12 with better than 89 percent of all groups passing 
although the number in membership for each group decreased 
for the cohort compared to grades 8 and 9.  At the end of grade 
8, however, students in the Black, Hispanic, and American 
Indian categories pass at a lower rate than students in the 
White, Asian, and Multi-Racial categories.  This pattern holds 
for the classes of 2001 through 2004 with between 50 percent 
and 67 percent of Black, Hispanic, and American Indian 
students not passing the competency standard by the end of 
grade 9. 
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