
North Carolina End-of-Grade Test of Reading 
Comprehension—Grade 3  

 
What are 
the purposes 
of the NC 
Testing 
Program? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is 
measured by 
the test? 

The North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests are required by General Statute 115C-174.10 as a component of 
the North Carolina Annual Testing Program.  As stated, the purposes of North Carolina state-mandated 
tests are “(i) to assure that all high school graduates possess those minimum skills and that knowledge 
thought necessary to function as a member of society; (ii) to provide a means of identifying strengths and 
weaknesses in the education process in order to improve instructional delivery; and (iii) to establish 
additional means for making the education system at the State, local, and school levels accountable to the 
public for results.” This test is one component of the end-of-grade tests, which include reading 
comprehension and mathematics tests in grades three through eight.  Students in grade three began taking 
a reading comprehension and mathematics pretest in the fall of 1996. 
  
For school, school system, and state accountability, the scores from the grade three pretest are used as an 
estimate of a student’s entering level of knowledge and skills to determine the amount of growth during 
the school year (calculated from the difference between the two sets of test scores). 
 
The end-of-grade reading test for grade three assesses the reading components of the grade three North 
Carolina Standard Course of Study.  The test consists of eight reading selections with three to nine 
associated questions for each selection.  Each student is asked to read five literary selections (two fiction, 
one nonfiction, one drama, one poem) and three informational selections (two content and one 
consumer). The variety of selections on each form allows for the assessment of reading for various 
purposes: for literary experience, to gain information, and to perform a task. 
 
The end-of-grade tests are organized by category, with each item falling into one of four categories: 
cognition, interpretation, critical stance, or connections.  A description of each category and the average 
percentage of items per form for each category are shown in the table below.  Each item is also aligned to 
a curriculum objective from the North Carolina English Language Arts Standard Course of Study. 

 
 

Descriptive Information for the North Carolina End-of-Grade Test of Reading Comprehension—Grade 3 
 

Category 
 

Description of Category 
 

Average 
Percentage 

 
Cognition 

 
Refers to the initial strategies a reader uses to understand the selection.  
It is about purpose and organization of the selection.  It considers the 
text as a whole or in a broad perspective.  Cognition includes strategies 
like using context clues to determine meaning or summarizing to 
include main points 
 

 
38% 

Interpretation Requires the student to develop a more complete understanding.  It 
may ask students to clarify, to explain the significance of, to extend, 
and/or to adapt ideas/concepts. 
 

37% 

Critical Stance Refers to tasks that ask the student to stand apart from the selection 
and consider it objectively.  It involves processes like 
comparing/contrasting and understanding the impact of literary 
elements. 
 

19% 

Connections Refers to connecting knowledge from the selection with other 
information and experiences.  It involves the student being able to 
relate the selection to events beyond/outside the selection.  In addition, 
the student will make associations outside the selection and between 
selections. 

6% 
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How is the test 
administered? 

 
The North Carolina End-of-Grade Test of Reading Comprehension at grade three consists of 50 
multiple-choice questions administered during a 115-minute block within the last three weeks of 
school.  Three equivalent forms are administered in each classroom to provide information for 
curriculum evaluation and planning.  The tests are scanned and scored by the local education agency 
with software provided by the NCDPI.  Reports of student performance are produced locally.  In 
addition, test scores are aggregated at the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction to fulfill the 
state and federal reporting requirements for the accountability programs. 

 
How was the 
test 
developed?  

The reading selections were chosen by North Carolina educators to reflect the variety of reading done 
by students at this level in and out of school and to ensure accessibility to a majority of students.   
Those chosen are selections that would generally be read by students, would be interesting to the 
students, and have appropriate content for a reading comprehension test at this grade level.  The 
questions for each selection were written and reviewed by trained North Carolina teachers and 
educators during the 2000-2001 and 2001-2002 school years and were field tested in the spring of 
2002.  Each field test question was administered to approximately 1,400 students from randomly 
selected schools across the state.  The grade three reading test was implemented statewide for the first 
time in the spring of 2003. 
 

What kinds of 
scores do 
students 
receive on the 
test? 

The scores on the end-of-grade reading test are reported on a developmental scale, which allows the 
measurement of growth in achievement across the grade levels.  On the grade three reading test the 
scale scores range from 216-272.  The use of scale scores provides for easier and more consistent 
interpretations of the results from test to test. Achievement levels are also generated to provide an 
interpretation of student performance relative to a predetermined standard.  Student scores are 
converted to one of the four achievement level categories shown below.  In addition, student scores are 
reported as percentile ranks, which are generated from a statewide distribution of students who took 
the test during the first year the test was administered or the norming year. 
 
Achievement Levels for the North Carolina End-of-Grade Test of Reading Comprehension—Grade 3 

Level Description Scale Score 
Range 

 
1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 

 
4 

 
Students performing at this level do not have sufficient mastery of 
knowledge and skills in this subject area to be successful at the next grade 
level. 
 
Students performing at this level demonstrate inconsistent mastery of 
knowledge and skills in this subject area and are minimally prepared to be 
successful at the next grade level. 
 
Students performing at this level consistently demonstrate mastery of grade 
level subject matter and skills and are well prepared for the next grade level. 
 
Students performing at this level consistently perform in a superior manner 
clearly beyond that required to be proficient at grade level work 

 
216-229 

 
 
 

230-239 
 

 
 

240-249 
 

 
250-272 

 
Sample Items The following pages contain a sample selection and sample items that represent the type of material that 

appears on the North Carolina End-of-Grade Test of Reading Comprehension – Grade 3.  The category 
and objective correspond to the category and curriculum objective that the item is designed to measure. 
The thinking skill corresponds to the level of thinking the item requires as defined by a thinking skills 
framework adapted form Dimension of Thinking by Robert J. Marzano and others.  Additional samples 
can be found on the NCDPI web site at www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing/eog . 
 
This publication and the information contained within must not be used for personal or financial gain.  North Carolina LEA school 
officials and teachers, parents, and students may download and duplicate this publication for instructional and educational purposes only.  
Others may not duplicate this publication without prior written permission from the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction 
(NCDPI) Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program. 

                         ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In compliance with federal law, including the provisions of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Department of Public 
Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, color, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, or military service in 
its policies, programs, activities, admissions or employment. 
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Read this selection to learn how the Donkey and the Monkey found out that they were better 
off than they thought and answer the questions that follow 
 

Th e  Don k ey , th e  Mon k ey , a n d  th e  Mo le  
by Aesop 

 
 One day a  Donkey an d a Monkey were 
ta lk ing toget her  about  how unh appy they 
were. 
 “My ears are so long that a ll the  
animals lau gh  at me,” sa id the Donk ey.  “I 
wish  that I  had beau tifu l horns upon my 
head like  the  Ox.” 
 “You look well en ou gh ,” sa id th e 
Mon key.  “But ju st look a t me.  Every time I  
tu rn  my back, t he other  animals lau gh  at 
me.” 
 “Wh y do the other an imals laugh a t 
you?” asked the Donk ey.  “You  look a ll r ight  
to m e.” 
 “They laugh a t my funn y-looking ta il,” 
said th e Mon key.  “Now if I had a  gr eat big 
ta il  like the  Fox, I wou ld be a  beau tifu l 
animal indeed.” 
 A Mole wh o had just come out of h is 
hole in th e grou nd h ad overheard th e Don key 
and th e Mon key talk ing. 

 “Hold you r tongues, bot h of you,” said 
the  Mole .  “You  shou ld be th ankful for  wh at 
you h ave.  How wou ld you like t o be a  Mole?  
The Moles h ave no h orns a t a ll .  Th e Moles 
have n o ta il  t o speak of.  The Moles ar e 
nearly blind.  Th e Moles live in  the  dark  
un der  the  grou nd m ost of the t ime.” 
 The Donk ey and th e Monk ey sa id no 
more about th e th ings they did not  have. 
 We sh ould be satisfied with wh at we 
have.  Th ere are  a lways others n ot as well  off 
as our selves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Th e Donkey, t he  Monkey, an d t he  Mole” by Aesop from Aesop’s S tories for Pleasure Read in g by Ed ward W. Dolch. 
 
  
1. What  lesson did the Mole want  h is 

fr iends to lea rn? 

 A Good th ings come to those who 
wait . 
 

 B Good th ings come in  small 
packages. 
 

 C If a t  fir st  you  do not  succeed, t ry, 
t ry aga in . 
 

 D Be gra tefu l for  who you a re.
 

 
 

were unha

2. Which  of the following best  descr ibes 
what  the Donkey and the Monkey 

ppy about?

 A what  they had to ea t

 B how much work they had

 C where they lived

 D how they looked
 

 

 

 
NCDPI – Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program                                                                      February 2004 
 



3. When the Mole says “Hold your  
tongues,” wha t  is he telling the 
Donkey and the Monkey to do?

 A St ick out  their  tongues and hold 
them. 
 

 B Stop ta lking in  such an  unhappy 
way. 
 

 C Hold each  other ’s tongue.
 

 D Keep on  ta lking to each  other .
 

 
 
4. What  did the Donkey and the Monkey 

have in  common?

 A They both  had funny-looking 
ta ils. 
 

 B They both  had long ea rs.
 

 C They both  wanted to be like some 
other  an imal. 
 

 D They both  lived in  the da rk under  
the ground. 
 

5. Which  of the following sta tements is 
t rue?

 A The Donkey wanted a  grea t  big 
ta il like the Fox.

 B The Mole had more to compla in  
about  than  the Donkey or  the 
Monkey. 

 C The Monkey wanted beaut ifu l 
horns like the Ox.

 D The Mole, the Donkey, and the 
Monkey were a ll sa t isfied with  
how they were. 
 

 

 End of Se t 
 
 
In compliance with federal law, including the provisions of Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, the Department of Public Instruction does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, color, national or ethnic origin, 
age, disability, or military service in its policies, programs, activities, 
admissions or employment. 
 

Answers to 
 Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Sample Items 
 Question  Correct  Objective  
 Passage Title Number Answer Category Thinking Skill Number 

 The Donkey, the Monkey, and 1 D Interpretation Integrating 2.04 
  the Mole 
 The Donkey, the Monkey, and 2 D Cognition Integrating 2.04 
  the Mole 
 The Donkey, the Monkey, and 3 B Interpretation Integrating 2.04 
  the Mole 
 The Donkey, the Monkey, and 4 C Critical Stance Analyzing 3.02 
  the Mole 
 The Donkey, the Monkey, and 5 B Interpretation Generating 2.05 
  the Mole 
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