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Introduction 

North Carolina, believing that an emphasis on writing instruction was needed and that the 
measurement of writing would enhance instruction, began a statewide writing assessment program 
in 1983-84. Since that time, students' writing skills have improved as evident by test results, 
comments from university personnel, and business leaders. Changes in the program have occurred 
over time as illustrated in Table 1 below. 

Table 1.  Grade Levels and Types of Writing by Year 
 

Year  Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 
1983-84  Descriptive   Persuasive  
1984-85  Expository   Expository  
1985-86  Expository  Persuasive   
1986-87  Descriptive  Expository   
1987-88  Expository  Persuasive   
1988-89  Descriptive  Expository   
1989-90  Expository  Persuasive   
1990-91  Descriptive  Expository   
1991-92  Expository  Persuasive  Expository 
1992-93 Narrative Descriptive  Expository  Expository 
1993-94 Narrative Expository  Persuasive  Expository 
1994-95 Narrative   Expository  Expository 
1995-96 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
1996-97 Narrative  Expository   Expository 

1997-98 Narrative  Expository   Expository 

1998-99 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
1999-00 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
2000-01 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
2001-02 Narrative  Expository    
2002-03 Narrative  Argumentative   Informational 
2003-04 Narrative  Argumentative   Informational 

A New Testing Model 

In September of 2001, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) Testing 
Section, NCDPI English/language arts, and North Carolina State University-Technical Outreach for 
Public Schools (NCSU-TOPS) staff met and began the process that would result in new writing 
assessments and scoring procedures for grades 4, 7, and 10. Writing committees for each grade 
  



Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot 

2 

 

level were established that included regular education teachers, ESL teachers, exceptional children 
teachers, curriculum supervisors, principals, and university faculty. The North Carolina Writing 
Assessment Scoring Model was developed by NCDPI Testing Section and NCSU-TOPS staff, 
refined by the writing assessment advisory committees, and approved by the State Board of 
Education (SBE) on January 9, 2003.  

In March 2003, a pilot administration of the North Carolina Writing Assessment at grades 4, 7, and 
10 was administered to all eligible students.  The students in grades 4 and 7 received 75 minutes to 
respond to the pilot prompt; students in grade 10 received 100 minutes.  The writing assessments, 
the scoring model, and Achievement Level ranges were revised to reflect (1) changes in the 
English/language arts curriculum emphasis and focus, and (2) the need to enhance the data analysis 
processes associated with the writing assessments. 
 
Changes to the North Carolina Writing Assessment at grades 4, 7, and 10 were initiated effective 
with the 2002-03 accountability year to reflect the recommendations of the Writing Assessment 
Task Force (2001), the recommendations of the SBE Ad Hoc Writing Committee (2002), and the 
revisions to the English/language arts curriculum adopted by the SBE (1999). 
 

Table 2.  Type of Writing Assessed by Grade Level 
 

Grade Level Type of Writing 
4 Extended narrative response (personal or imaginative) 
7 Extended argumentative response (problem/solution or evaluative) 
10 Extended information response (definition, cause/effect, or problem/solution) 

 
 
Scoring Procedure  
 
Student responses from the March 2003 pilot administrations and subsequent administrations were 
scored using the North Carolina Writing Assessment Scoring Model which consists of the 
following: 
· a content component with a 1-4 score scale, and 
· a conventions component with a 0-2 score scale. 
 

All student responses are scored by two independent readers. 
 
The total writing score for each student is computed by combining the content and conventions 
scores in the following manner: 
 
Total Writing Assessment Score = sum of the (content component scores from the two independent 
readers multiplied by 2) + the sum of the (conventions component scores from the two independent 
readers multiplied by 1). 
 
The Total Writing Score may be a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 20 for a given student. 
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Achievement Level Ranges 
 
After carefully examining all data associated with the “Body of Work” and “Contrasting Groups” 
standard-setting methods, the March 2003 pilot administration data, and the North Carolina Writing 
Assessment Scoring Model, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) 
Accountability Services and Instructional Services – English/language arts staff recommended the 
following Achievement Level Ranges for approval by the SBE.  This recommendation was 
approved by the SBE in October, 2003.   
 

Table 3.  Staff Recommended Achievement Level Ranges for the Writing Assessments at      
Grades 4, 7, and 10 

                  
 Level I Level II Level III Level IV 

Grades 4, 7,  
and 10 

 
4-7 

 
8-11 

 
12-16 

 
17-20 

 
See Appendix A for a detailed description of the standard-setting methods used, a list of committee 
participants, and a chart depicting impact data from the March 2003 pilot administration for each 
grade and each of the standard-setting methods used. 
 
Students received the following information from the pilot statewide writing assessments: (a) point 
totals for content, (b) point totals for conventions, (c) total writing scores, (d) Achievement Level 
rankings, and (e) their compositions were returned. A review procedure was incorporated into the 
scoring process for those students whose Total Writing Score fell within one point of the cut line at 
Achievement Level III (Total Writing Score = 11). This procedure precluded an LEA appeal 
mechanism, as conducted under the previous focused holistic scoring system. 

 
 AAAI Component of Writing Assessment 

 
Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory (AAAI).  The Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory 
(AAAI) is an alternate assessment designed for students with disabilities who have an IEP or 504 
plan and for students with limited English proficiency (LEP) who meet eligibility criteria. 
Participating students are unable to participate in state test administrations under standard 
conditions or with accommodations. Student performance on the tested objectives is addressed by 
the teachers at the beginning of the year (baseline), midyear, and at the end of the year. Participating 
students follow the North Carolina Standard Course of Study. Teachers use this academic checklist 
to document student performance on objectives in the specific content areas.  All students 
participating in the AAAI in writing must be assessed on-grade level (at the assigned grade level) in 
grades 4, 7, and 10. Students can receive an Achievement Level of I, II, III, or IV.  The assessor (the 
teacher) also indicates on the academic checklist if the student achieved growth on the content being 
assessed. The AAAI was piloted in the 2000-01 accountability year and administered operationally 
in the 2001-02 accountability year. Since the state writing assessment was a pilot for the 2002-03 
accountability year, the results from the AAAI in writing are also reported as results from a pilot 
administration. 
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The AAAI was developed as a result of the IDEA Amendments of 1997 which stated that children 
who are unable to participate in state assessment programs, with or without accommodations, must 
participate in an alternate assessment. To ensure that North Carolina was in compliance with the 
IDEA Amendments, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) Division of  
Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Section and the NCDPI Exceptional Children 
Division worked collaboratively with other stakeholders.  They developed and implemented the 
North Carolina Alternate Assessment Portfolio (NCAAP) and initiated the design and development 
of the North Carolina Computerized Adaptive Testing System (NCCATS) accommodation.  
However, it became evident in the fall of 2000 that the needs of certain students with disabilities 
were not being met by these efforts.  In an effort to meet these needs, the  AAAI was developed and 
piloted in the spring of 2001.  It serves as an alternate assessment for the standard administration of 
(1) the North Carolina Pretest at Grade 3 for Reading Comprehension and/or Mathematics, (2) the 
North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests of Reading Comprehension and/or Mathematics at Grades 3–8, 
(3) the High School Comprehensive Test of Reading and Mathematics at Grade 10, and (4) the 
North Carolina Writing Assessment at Grades 4, 7, and 10. Effective with the 2004-05 school year, 
it will serve as an alternate assessment for the end-of-course tests. 
 
With the passing of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), it became apparent that an appropriate 
assessment for qualifying LEP students was needed.  The AAAI, taken on-grade level, became a 
solution.  Beginning with the 2002-03 accountability year, LEP students that met length of 
enrollment and language proficiency requirements as set forth in SBE policy HSP-C-005 were 
eligible to participate in the AAAI. 
 
As part of the writing assessment at grades 4, 7, and 10, the AAAI for writing was piloted during 
the 2002-03 accountability year. This report includes the AAAI results for writing for the 2002-03 
accountability year. 
 
AAP Component of Writing Assessment 
 
Alternate Assessment Portfolio (AAP).  Within the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for 
English/language arts, there are five competency areas, each of which is paired with a statement of 
its critical “essence.” These essence statements provide the broadest possible view of the 
competency to promote inclusion of the students with the most significant disabilities. 
 
Writing is assessed as a component  of the English/language arts requirement for the North Carolina 
Alternate Assessment Portfolio (AAP). Since the state writing assessment was a pilot for the 2002-
03 accountability year, the results from the writing component of the AAP are also reported as 
results from a pilot administration. The fourth and fifth competency areas are used in the AAP to 
demonstrate performance in writing for fourth, seventh, and tenth grade students participating in 
this year-long, performance-based assessment. 
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North Carolina 2002-03 Pilot Test Administration 

Report of Student Performance in Writing 
Grade 4 

 
Results of the 
Writing 
Assessment 
at Grade 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance 
of Subgroups  
at Grade 4 

Students in the fourth grade were asked to write an imaginative narrative response to the following prompt: 
 

One morning you look out the window and discover that a huge castle has appeared. You rush 
outside to the castle and hear sounds inside it. Someone is living in the castle! The castle door 
creaks open. Write a story about what happens next. 
 
Contracted readers scored 99,382 public school responses for grade 4 after the 2002-03 pilot test.  The 
scores show that 38.6 percent of the fourth graders wrote well enough to score at or above Level III.  
This represents a decrease of 8.2 percentage points from the 46.8 percent who achieved this level in 
2001-02 when the previous scoring model was used (the performance standards – achievement level cut 
points were reestablished and adopted by the State Board of Education at the October 2003 meeting).   
About 2.8 percent of the fourth graders in the 2002-03 pilot test received the highest scores in Level IV 
and 11.3 percent received the lowest scores in Level I.  In 2002-03, less than one percent (0.3) of the 
papers had problems which made them non-scorable.  Non-scorable papers receive Achievement Level I 
ratings and are included in the state results as Level I scores. 
 
The average weighted content score for fourth graders taking the pilot tests in 2002-03 was 8.9 on a scale 
of four to sixteen.  The average conventions score was 1.9 on a scale of zero to four. The average Total 
Writing Score was 10.8 of a possible 20. 
 
Gender 
Approximately 44.0 percent of the female students scored at or above Level III compared to 33.3 percent 
for male students. 
 
Ethnicity 
About 49.3 percent of Asian students scored at or above Level III compared to 46.7 percent of the White 
students, 40.8 percent of Multi-Racial students, 27.5 percent of American Indian students, 26.0 percent of 
Hispanic students, and 25.0 percent of Black students. 
 
There were 99,546 fourth grade public and nonpublic school student responses scored by two 
independent readers.  The inter-rater reliability rates (agreement rates) of the readers are shown below in 
Table 1. The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was 
exceeded and the resolutions required were few. 

Table 1 
Fourth Grade Reader Agreement Statistics 

 
Total Public and Private 

 
Perfect Agreement 

 
Adjacent Agreement 

Resolution Required 

School Papers Percent Percent Percent 
Content          99,546 79.0 21.0 0.0 
Conventions   99,546 77.8 22.0 0.2  
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Notes: 1The bold vertical line between years indicates that the writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
             The data from 2002-03 are reported from the pilot test administration.
             Prepared by the NCDPU Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Percent of Students Scoring At or Above Level III,
Grade 4

Figure 1.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to 2002-03,
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Notes: 1The bold vertical line between years indicates that the writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
             The data from 2002-03 are reported from the pilot test administration.
             Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Figure 2. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to 2002-03,
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Notes:  *N counts equal the number of students tested.
              When summed, gender/ethnicity N counts may not match the state N counts because a gender/ethnicity category may not have been
               coded on some student answer sheets.
               Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Figure 3. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,
Percent of Students At or Above Level III,

Grade 4, By Gender and Ethnicity
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Membership 1 Percent of 
Membership

Number 
Tested2

Percent 
Tested

Number 
Alternate 

Assessments

Percent 
Alternate 

Assessments

Number 
LEP 

Exempt

Percent 
LEP 

Exempt

Number 
Absent

Percent 
Absent

Total 104,467 100.0 99,382 95.1 * * 0 0.0 5,085 4.9
Female 50,834 48.7 48,769 95.9 * * 0 0.0 *
Male 53,633 51.3 50,457 94.1 * * 0 0.0 *
American Indian 1,515 1.5 1,635 107.9 * * 0 0.0 *
Asian 2,069 2.0 1,776 85.8 * * 0 0.0 *
Black 31,709 30.4 29,635 93.5 * * 0 0.0 *
Hispanic 6,702 6.4 5,587 83.4 * * 0 0.0 *
Multi-Racial 2,326 2.2 2,475 106.4 * * 0 0.0 *
White 60,146 57.6 57,556 95.7 * * 0 0.0 *
Title I 52,954 50.7 50,730 95.8 * * 0 0.0 *
Schoolwide Title I Program 50,501 48.3 47,777 94.6 * * 0 0.0 *
Targeted Assistance 2,162 2.1 2,900 134.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
Migrant 999 1.0 873 87.4 * * 0 0.0 . *
Limited English Proficient (LEP) 4,418 4.2 2,691 60.9 * * 0 0.0 . *
All Students with Disabilities 17,926 17.2 13,820 77.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 1,038 1.0 811 78.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Hearing Impaired 167 0.2 124 74.3 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Educable Mentally Disabled 2,155 2.1 1,052 48.8 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Specific Learning Disabled 6,474 6.2 6,278 97.0 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Speech-Language Impaired 1,790 1.7 1,630 91.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Visually Impaired 155 0.1 46 29.7 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Other Health Impaired 2,143 2.1 1,782 83.2 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Orthopedically Impaired 79 0.1 56 70.9 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Traumatic Brain Injury 43 0.0 19 44.2 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Autistic 388 0.4 133 34.3 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 192 0.2 0 0.0 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Multihandicapped 151 0.1 14 9.3 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Deaf-Blind 620 0.6 0 0.0 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Trainable Mentally Disabled 228 0.2 8 3.5 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Section 504 2,303 2.2 1,867 81.1 * * 0 0.0 . *

  Notes:  1"Membership" is the total number of students on the 2002-03 Masterbuild data file.

                        file and student answer sheets.
              *These data represent coding on the 2002-03 test documents. Whether or not students were participating in an alternate assessment was not collected on the
                student answer sheet for this pilot test administration, however, this information will be collected in future years. Data for the alternate assessments can be
                found in the AAAI and AAP sections of this report.
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Table 2. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Statewide Number of Students Tested, Taking Alternate Assessments, and Number Not Tested,
Grade 4

                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.

Category
Not Tested

                      2"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test. "Percent Tested" may exceed 100.0 percent due to coding differences between the Masterbuild
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Grade 4 Number 
Tested

Level I Level II Level III Level IV

1992-93 84,686 16,727 47,597 17,929 2,433

19.8 56.2 22.1 2.8

1993-94 84,982 13,956 41,610 24,432 4,781

16.4 49.0 28.7 5.6

1994-95 87,339 3,773 36,793 39,865 6,367

4.3 42.1 45.6 7.3

1995-96 88,441 4,894 37,996 39,318 6,233

5.5 43.0 44.5 7.0

1996-97 90,638 3,627 42,945 40,994 3,072

4.0 47.4 45.2 3.4

1997-98 94,386 3,307 42,243 44,979 3,857

3.5 44.8 47.7 4.1

1998-99 96,649 1,933 41,388 48,020 5,308
 2.0 42.8 49.7 5.5  

1999-00 99,038 1,783 40,175 52,390 4,690
1.8 40.6 52.9 4.7

2000-01 100,930 2,309 29,200 64,555 4,860

2.3 28.9 64.0 4.8

2001-02 101,554 2,155 51,827 44,530 3,039

2.1 51.0 43.8 3.0
           

2002-03* 99,382 11,210 49,846 35,507 2,819
11.3 50.2 35.7 2.8

Notes:  *The writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
           Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Achievement Levels

Table 3. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to 2002-03,
Distribution of Achievement Levels Across Years,

Grade 4
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Number Percent
At or At or Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Number  Above Above At At At At At At At At
Tested1 Percent2 Level III Level III Level I Level I Level II Level II Level III Level III Level IV Level IV

All Students 99,382 100.0 38,326 38.6 11,210 11.3 49,846 50.2 35,507 35.7 2,819 2.8
Female 48,769 49.1 21,471 44.0 3,843 7.9 23,455 48.1 19,726 40.4 1,745 3.6
Male 50,457 50.8 16,808 33.3 7,341 14.5 26,308 52.1 15,739 31.2 1,069 2.1
Not Coded 156 0.2 47 30.1 26 16.7 83 53.2 42 26.9 5 3.2
American Indian 1,635 1.6 449 27.5 202 12.4 984 60.2 434 26.5 15 0.9
Asian 1,776 1.8 876 49.3 145 8.2 755 42.5 772 43.5 104 5.9
Black 29,635 29.8 7,418 25.0 4,996 16.9 17,221 58.1 7,155 24.1 263 0.9
Hispanic 5,587 5.6 1,454 26.0 954 17.1 3,179 56.9 1,400 25.1 54 1.0
Multi-Racial 2,475 2.5 1,011 40.8 219 8.8 1,245 50.3 938 37.9 73 2.9
White 57,556 57.9 26,859 46.7 4,588 8.0 26,109 45.4 24,564 42.7 2,295 4.0
Not Coded 718 0.7 259 36.1 106 14.8 353 49.2 244 34.0 15 2.1
Not Exceptional 72,589 73.0 25,289 34.8 7,332 10.1 39,968 55.1 24,101 33.2 1,188 1.6
Academically/Intellectually Gifted                 13,762 13.8 10,649 77.4 180 1.3 2,933 21.3 9,080 66.0 1,569 11.4
     AIG Reading 10,605 10.7 8,430 79.5 116 1.1 2,059 19.4 7,125 67.2 1,305 12.3
     AIG Mathematics 10,722 10.8 8,332 77.7 144 1.3 2,246 20.9 7,102 66.2 1,230 11.5
All Students with Disabilities 13,820 13.9 2,459 17.8 3,876 28.0 7,485 54.2 2,401 17.4 58 0.4
    Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 811 0.8 103 12.7 317 39.1 391 48.2 101 12.5 2 0.2
    Hearing Impaired                    124 0.1 21 16.9 29 23.4 74 59.7 20 16.1 1 0.8
    Educable Mentally Disabled       1,052 1.1 36 3.4 595 56.6 421 40.0 36 3.4 0 0.0
    Specific Learning Disabled          6,278 6.3 1,072 17.1 1,724 27.5 3,482 55.5 1,058 16.9 14 0.2
       Learning Disabled-Reading 5,075 5.1 787 15.5 1,500 29.6 2,788 54.9 774 15.3 13 0.3
       Learning Disabled-Mathematics 2,477 2.5 412 16.6 777 31.4 1,288 52.0 399 16.1 13 0.5
       Learning Disabled-Written Expression 4,388 4.4 802 18.3 1,195 27.2 2,391 54.5 792 18.0 10 0.2
       Learning Disabled-Other 176 0.2 26 14.8 41 23.3 109 61.9 26 14.8 0 0.0
    Speech-Language Impaired          1,630 1.6 410 25.2 286 17.5 934 57.3 395 24.2 15 0.9
    Visually Impaired                   46 0.0 15 32.6 15 32.6 16 34.8 15 32.6 0 0.0
    Other Health Impaired               1,782 1.8 309 17.3 493 27.7 980 55.0 302 16.9 7 0.4
    Orthopedically Impaired             56 0.1 14 25.0 15 26.8 27 48.2 14 25.0 0 0.0
    Traumatic Brain Injured           19 0.0 2 10.5 7 36.8 10 52.6 2 10.5 0 0.0
    Autistic 133 0.1 32 24.1 50 37.6 51 38.3 32 24.1 0 0.0
    Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 0 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
    Multihandicapped 14 0.0 1 7.1 8 57.1 5 35.7 1 7.1 0 0.0
    Deaf-Blind 0 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.
           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  
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Table 4.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Grade 4
Characteristics and Performance by Achievement Level,

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.



Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot

Number Percent
At or At or Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Number Above Above At At At At At At At At
Tested1 Percent2

Level III Level III Level I Level I Level II Level II Level III Level III Level IV Level IV
    Trainable Mentally Disabled 8 0.0 0 0.0 8 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
    Section 504 1,867 1.9 444 23.8 329 17.6 1,094 58.6 425 22.8 19 1.0
    Not Coded 1,078 1.1 373 34.6 151 14.0 554 51.4 350 32.5 23 2.1
Limited English Proficient 2,691 2.7 409 15.2 673 25.0 1,609 59.8 397 14.8 12 0.4
     LEP First Year 288 0.3 28 9.7 112 38.9 148 51.4 27 9.4 1 0.3
     LEP Second Year 660 0.7 92 13.9 189 28.6 379 57.4 90 13.6 2 0.3
Not Served by Title I 47,893 48.2 22,026 46.0 4,233 8.8 21,634 45.2 20,111 42.0 1,915 4.0
Schoolwide Title I Program 47,777 48.1 15,204 31.8 6,390 13.4 26,183 54.8 14,373 30.1 831 1.7
Targeted Assistance 2,900 2.9 781 26.9 466 16.1 1,653 57.0 740 25.5 41 1.4
Migrant 873 0.9 154 17.6 193 22.1 526 60.3 150 17.2 4 0.5
Accommodations

Braille Edition 3 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
Large Print Edition 50 0.1 18 36.0 13 26.0 19 38.0 17 34.0 1 2.0
Assistive Technology Devices 39 0.0 5 12.8 9 23.1 25 64.1 5 12.8 0 0.0
Keyboarding Devices 66 0.1 20 30.3 21 31.8 25 37.9 16 24.2 4 6.1
Cranmer Abacus 1 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
Dictation to Scribe 3,546 3.6 919 25.9 738 20.8 1,889 53.3 919 25.9 0 0.0
Interpreter/Transliterator Signs/Cues Test 10 0.0 3 30.0 6 60.0 1 10.0 3 30.0 0 0.0
Magnification Devices 9 0.0 2 22.2 2 22.2 5 55.6 2 22.2 0 0.0
Student Marks Answers in Test Book 2,329 2.3 358 15.4 707 30.4 1,264 54.3 351 15.1 7 0.3
Accommodation Notification Form 6 0.0 3 50.0 1 16.7 2 33.3 3 50.0 0 0.0
Test Administrator Reads Test Aloud (in English) 7,203 7.2 962 13.4 2,369 32.9 3,872 53.8 953 13.2 9 0.1
Braille Writer/Slate and Stylus (and Braille Paper) 4 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
Hospital/Home Testing 7 0.0 0 0.0 1 14.3 6 85.7 0 0.0 0 0.0
Multiple Testing Sessions 3,141 3.2 505 16.1 935 29.8 1,701 54.2 497 15.8 8 0.3
Scheduled Extended Time 11,265 11.3 1,831 16.3 3,158 28.0 6,276 55.7 1,797 16.0 34 0.3
Testing in a Separate Room 10,552 10.6 1,664 15.8 3,076 29.2 5,812 55.1 1,638 15.5 26 0.2
English/Native Language Dictionary/Electronic Translator 256 0.3 35 13.7 75 29.3 146 57.0 34 13.3 1 0.4
One Test Item Per Page Edition 3 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.

Table 4.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Characteristics and Performance by Achievement Level,
Grade 4 (continued)
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           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.   



Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot

Average Average
Number  Average Total Weighted Conventions Number Percent
Tested1 Percent2

Writing Score Content Score Score Non-scorable Non-scorable
All Students 99,382 100.0 10.8 8.9 1.9 302 0.3
Female 48,769 49.1 11.3 9.2 2.1 99 0.2
Male 50,457 50.8 10.3 8.6 1.7 200 0.4
Not Coded 156 0.2 10.1 8.5 1.5 3 1.9
American Indian 1,635 1.6 10.0 8.5 1.6 0 0.0
Asian 1,776 1.8 11.7 9.4 2.3 6 0.3
Black 29,635 29.8 9.7 8.2 1.5 115 0.4
Hispanic 5,587 5.6 9.7 8.3 1.4 80 1.4
Multi-Racial 2,475 2.5 11.0 9.0 2.0 6 0.2
White 57,556 57.9 11.4 9.3 2.1 93 0.2
Not Coded 718 0.7 10.5 8.7 1.8 2 0.3
Not Exceptional 72,589 73.0 10.6 8.8 1.9 153 0.2
Academically/Intellectually Gifted                 13,762 13.8 13.9 10.7 3.1 6 0.0
     AIG Reading 10,605 10.7 14.0 10.9 3.2 0 0.0
     AIG Mathematics 10,722 10.8 13.9 10.8 3.1 4 0.0
All Students with Disabilities 13,820 13.9 8.6 7.8 0.8 140 1.0
    Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 811 0.8 7.8 7.1 0.7 9 1.1
    Hearing Impaired                    124 0.1 9.2 7.9 1.3 5 4.0
    Educable Mentally Disabled       1,052 1.1 6.5 6.3 0.2 54 5.1
    Specific Learning Disabled          6,278 6.3 8.4 7.8 0.6 31 0.5
       Learning Disabled-Reading 5,075 5.1 8.3 7.7 0.5 32 0.6
       Learning Disabled-Mathematics 2,477 2.5 8.3 7.7 0.6 23 0.9
       Learning Disabled-Written Expression 4,388 4.4 8.5 8.0 0.5 29 0.7
       Learning Disabled-Other 176 0.2 8.6 7.8 0.8 0 0.0
    Speech-Language Impaired          1,630 1.6 9.6 8.2 1.4 2 0.1
    Visually Impaired                   46 0.0 9.5 8.0 1.5 1 2.2
    Other Health Impaired               1,782 1.8 8.5 7.7 0.7 17 1.0
    Orthopedically Impaired             56 0.1 9.3 8.1 1.2 1 1.8
    Traumatic Brain Injured           19 0.0 7.4 6.7 0.7 0 0.0
    Autistic 133 0.1 8.6 7.7 0.8 7 5.3
    Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 0 0.0 * * * * *
    Multihandicapped 14 0.0 6.9 6.3 0.6 1 7.1
    Deaf-Blind 0 0.0 * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.
           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  
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Table 5.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Average Score,
Grade 4

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.




