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“Intelligence plus character—that is the goal of true education.”
—Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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“Education in a Democracy, both within and without 
the school, should develop in each individual the
knowledge, interests, habits and powers whereby he
will find his place and use that place to shape both
himself and society toward nobler ends.”

—Effie Newton, 1914
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Character Education is part of the School Safety
& Climate Section within the Division of Middle
Grades Education, at the NC Department of
Public Instruction. All inquiries should be
directed to (919) 807-3955.

In compliance with federal laws, NC Public Schools
administers all state-operated educational programs,
employment activities and admissions without 
discrimination because of race, religion, national or
ethnic origin, color, age, military service, disability, 
or gender, except where exemption is appropriate
and allowed by law. Inquiries or complaints should
be directed to: 

Dr. Elsie C. Leak, Associate Superintendent
Office of Curriculum and School Reform Services

6307 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-6307

Telephone (919) 807-3761; fax (919) 807-3767

www.ncpublicschools.org/charactereducation

STUDENT CITIZEN ACT OF 2001
The Act directs the State Board of Education
to modify the high school and middle school
social studies curriculum to include instruction
in civics and citizenship.

The Act directs each local board of education
to develop and implement character
education instruction...to incorporate this
instruction into the standard curriculum.

Local boards of education must develop
character education instruction as directed in
this act by January 1, 2002, and must
implement this instruction beginning with the
2002-2003 school year.
For full text of the Student Citizen Act of 2001, go to
www.ncga.state.nc.us, look up House Bill 195 (BS195),
General Assembly of North Carolina Session 2001,
ratified bills.

 


