




DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES OF READING

EMERGENT READERS EARLY READERS EARLY FLUENT READERS FLUENT READERS

• understand that written language conveys   
 messages
• pretend to read and write
• begin to match spoken words with print
• recognize some environmental print
• know some letter names and some sounds

• know that reading needs to make sense
• are attentive to print and most print conventions
• can identify most letters by name
• use letter/sound knowledge to help figure out    
 unknown words
• can recognize many sight words
• use pictures, story patterns, context and memory  
 of words as well as phonics to make sense of print
• begin to read with fluency and expression

• recognize many words in and out of context
• can apply phonics and other words analysis   
 skills to figure out unknown words
• monitor own reading for meaning and   
 self-corrects
• read with continued fluency and expression

• recognize most words in and out of context
• comprehend most stories read independently
• monitor own reading for meaning and   
 self-corrects
• read with increased fluency and expression
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~Adapted from Bank Street College Literacy Guide



LETTER AND SOUND IDENTIFICATION   
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