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BACKGROUND
Student: Alejandro
Age: 8
Grade: 3
DOB: March 11th
SCENARIO 
Alejandro is a third grade student at Englewood Elementary School.  He attended First Street Elementary school for kindergarten, first, and second grade.  He began attending Englewood Elementary School in the fall of third grade.  His kindergarten teacher noted that he was an average student, with average or slightly below average scores on his summative assessments in both reading and math.  He missed 15 days of school in kindergarten.  His first grade teacher noted that he was sometimes distracted in class and not always self-motivated to complete tasks and assignments in class. He missed 7 days of school in first grade.  Alejandro’s second grade teacher noted that he was below grade level in reading and math after the first quarter and referred him to the school’s pre-referral team.  After implementing interventions including moving to the front of the class, shortening class assignments, and providing him with a tutor from the school’s tutoring initiative, the pre-referral team recommended Alejandro receive a psycho-educational evaluation.  The results of the evaluation are as follows: Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, Fourth Edition: Full Scale IQ - 91, Verbal Comprehension - 95, Perceptual Reasoning - 93, Processing Speed - 88, and Working Memory - 89.  On the Woodcock Johnson Tests of Achievement, Third Edition, he received the following scores: Basic Reading - 88, Reading Comprehension - 86, Math Calculation - 87, Math Reasoning - 84, and Written Expression - 92.  Based on the results of the evaluation, Alejandro’s IEP Team did not find him eligible for special education services.  

Alejandro began attending Englewood Elementary School in the fall of third grade.  After the first quarterly benchmark assessment of the year, Alejandro’s teacher, Ms. North, noticed that both his reading and math scores were below the class average and the district’s recommended benchmark levels .  The rest of Alejandro’s class completed 63% of items correctly on the reading benchmark, while Alejandro only completed 45% of items correctly.  On the math benchmark, Alejandro’s class completed 67% of items correctly and he only completed 49% of items correctly.  Additionally, Alejandro’s teacher administered the Qualitative Reading Inventory to gather more information about Alejandro’s reading.  She determined that Alejandro was reading and comprehending on an early second grade reading level.  She noticed that when he was reading, he did not typically look for text meaning.  Instead, he read letter-by-letter or word-by-word, often reading without thinking about the topic, and was unable to explain or describe text that he read.  When he came to a word he did not know, he was able to use knowledge of letters, sounds, and letter blends to decode a word.  He recognized most of the district required sight words for second grade.  In addition, Alejandro did not seem interested in reading and rarely chose to read as a self-selected choice. 

Ms. North met with his parents to discuss the results of the benchmark testing results as well as to develop classroom interventions to increase Alejandro’s performance.  They decided to have Alejandro and another student from another third grade class participate in a small guided reading group so he could receive instruction at his reading instructional level.  Additionally, his parents agreed to discuss the books that Alejandro read (for 20 minutes) on his independent reading level, reviewing the order of the story and/or main idea of the story. This plan was documented on Tier I problem-solving model form.

On the second quarter benchmark assessment, Alejandro again scored below the class average.  In reading, Alejandro’s class completed 68% of items correctly, while Alejandro only completed 49% of items correct.  On the math benchmark, Alejandro’s class completed 72% of items correctly and he only completed 51% of items correct.  Although he had made some gains, he was still significantly below the required benchmark levels.

Alejandro’s teacher and parents met to discuss the results of the second benchmark.  They determined that Alejandro had made minimal progress compared to his peers and decided to move him to Tier II of the RtI process.  Ms. North further investigated his foundational reading skills by consulting with Ms. Lopez, the Literacy Coach at Englewood and subsequently administering two diagnostic assessments.  Alejandro demonstrated knowledge of phoneme isolation, phoneme blending, phoneme segmentation, phoneme deletion, and phoneme substitution.  On another measure, Alejandro demonstrated knowledge of letter names, letter sounds, and CVC words (short vowel).  He had difficulty reading CVCV (long vowel, silent e) words, words with consonant digraphs at the beginning and end, words with consonant blends at the beginning and end, and high frequency words. His comprehension had slightly improved, yet he continued to struggle with making sense of what was read.

Based on review of available data, Alejandro’s teacher, parents, and Ms. Lopez determined that Alejandro would focus first on decoding skills and eventually move to comprehension.  They decided that he would receive direct, explicit instruction in long vowel patterns, consonant blends, and consonant digraphs two days a week for 20 minutes a session. This was documented on Tier II problem-solving forms.   This intervention was delivered by the classroom teacher first thing in the morning while other students were working independently on morning tasks.   Ms. North tracked Alejandro’s progress by re-administering items from the phonics assessment weekly.  The chart below describes Alejandro’s progress through the 6-week intervention period. 

	
	CVCV (silent e)
	Consonant digraphs
	Consonant blends
	High Frequency Words

	Baseline
	4/10
	2/10
	3/10
	12/50

	Week 1
	5/10
	5/10
	6/10
	21/50

	Week 2
	4/10
	6/10
	5/10
	23/50

	Week 3
	6/10
	5/10
	6/10
	31/50

	Week 4
	8/10
	7/10
	8/10
	32/50

	Week 5
	9/10
	9/10
	8/10
	38/50

	Week 6
	9/10
	8/10
	10/10
	42/50


ASSIGNMENT 
1. Review the background information and scenario and compare the information to the completed Tier I and II Forms.  

2. Graph Alejandro’s progress monitoring results in one area for the six weeks of intervention.

3. As a team, make a Tier II Decision for reading (continue intervention, modify intervention, discontinue intervention, or move to Tier III) and discuss the rational for the decision.  
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