
PSM-Observation 

NC Department of Public Instruction 
Problem-Solving Model Classroom Observation 
 

Student Name:    Grade:    Date:    

Teacher:    School:    

Observer:    Observer’s Title:    

Number of Teacher’s Present:    Number of Students:    Time of Day:    
 
 

Subject Observed  (please check one subject) 

  Art   Language Arts/Writing   Music   Reading 

  Computers   Library   Physical Education   Science 

  Free Time   Mathematics   Recess   Social Studies 

Learning Situation  (please check all that apply) 
  Regular classroom    Single teacher    Self-contained classroom   Multiple teachers in room  

  Homeroom grouping    Direct instruction (lecture)    Ability grouping   Cooperative learning (group) 

  Whole class    Independent work   Small group   One-on-one tutor/assistance 

Student Behaviors Observed  (please check all that apply) 
  Aggressive toward children   Controls discussions   Easily distracted   Sits quietly 

  Asks for help   Daydreams   Easily frustrated   Speech problems 

  Attentive   Demands excessive attention   Friendly   Talks excessively 

  Avoids eye contact   Difficulty copying from board   Immature behavior   Talks out of turn 

  Avoids groups   Disorganized work habits   Neat appearance   Trouble finding place 

  Careless mistakes   Displays leadership ability   Obscene/inappropriate speech   Unusual language 

  Completes work on time   Disruptive   Overactive, restless   Withdrawn 

  Constantly out of seat   Does not complete tasks   Perseverates/repeats behavior   Works well by self 

  Contributes to class discussion   Does not follow directions   Short attention span   Works well with others 

Learning Environment  (please check only one description for each environmental factor) 
 Classroom design:   Traditional four-wall & door   Open/pod design   Other 

 Classroom lighting:   Bright   Moderate   Inadequate 

 Seating arrangement:   Rows facing front   Desk groupings   U-shaped facing front 

 Student placement:   Back / middle of room   Front of room   Near teacher’s desk 

 Temperature:   Hot / stuffy   Comfortable   Chilly 

 Noise levels:   Quiet   Moderate   Noisy 

Were there hallway noises or other distractions?   yes       no Did visitors interrupt the lesson?   yes       no 

Student Responses to Teacher and Peers  (all that apply) Student Communication with Teacher  (all that apply) 
  Fast   Well organized   Frequently    Infrequently 

  Moderate   Clear and understandable   Voluntary     Teacher-initiated 

  Slow   Difficulty expressing self   Interrupts teacher    Interrupts peers 

  With prompting   Spoke softly   Ignores teacher    Ignores peers 

  Blurted out-of-turn   Off the subject of discussion   Attention-seeking    Enjoys argument/goading 

Other Significant Student Behaviors or Student / Teacher Interactions (use back of this form if necessary) 
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PSM-Observation 

 

PSM Teacher Narrative  
 

Student Name:    Grade:    Date:    

DOB:    NC WISE#:    Parent:    

Teacher:    School:    

 
Teachers’ clinical observations regarding the student’s current academic, social, and behavioral performance 
provide crucial information regarding the student’s strengths and weaknesses. To better assess the student’s needs, 
please write in narrative form a summary of the student’s overall performance in your classroom. Be sure to include 
any and all interventions you have used with the student in relation to the area(s) targeted for 
instruction/intervention. 
 
Academic, Behavioral, Social, and Emotional Observations 

Please describe your observation in narrative or bullet format 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Teacher’s Signature: 
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