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Catch Up on the Latest Home Base Updates and PD

October 1, 2015

Happy Fall!
Share the Biweekly Update!

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
Enjoy the fall 2015 launch video, a musical video with a sampling of
the spotlight videos. What about you? Will you be in the Spotlight?
Click here!
 
SCHOOL & DISTRICT SPOTLIGHT
Dr. Maria Pitre-Martin and her district team members, Ceretha
Mitchell and Jennifer Buck, share Thomasville City School District's
vision for using Schoolnet to answer their "7 Critical Questions for
Every Educator in Thomasville City Schools." For fun, watch to the
end for an Outtake Alert. 
 

EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS
 
Principal READY Sessions Launch in November
The fall Principal READY Meetings are scheduled regionally in
November and December, 2015. The 2014-15 EE System data, new
legislation, Analysis of Student Work (ASW) and student surveys are
topics covered in these sessions. Participants will interact with various data points including EVAAS and
student growth data using a PLN framework. Breakout sessions are differentiated and focus on the
needs of principals in each region based on feedback shared with Service Support Teams. Registration
begins October 5. Register here. 

Round 2 Fall Sessions: Facilitated Online Courses
FREE Online module courses will start Monday, October 19.  Registration opens October 5 and is
limited to 35 participants per section, so register early! These courses are facilitated by the Educator
Effectiveness staff and can be accessed here.
Register for Webinars
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Register for Webinars
Visit the NCDPI/Home Base calendar where you can register for Educator Effectiveness webinars for
2015-16. Fall 2015 flyer is available here. 
Online Modules and Self-Paced Mini Modules
Each of these online modules are 5-hour, self-paced modules [.5 CEUs].  Modules are available through
the NCEES / Home Base system using your usual login or the alternate log in, located here.
 
Contact Dr. Geetanjali Soni at geetanjali.soni@dpi.nc.gov if you have any questions about any Educator
Effectiveness courses, webinars or other professional development resources.. 

BENCHMARKING SOON? LET US KNOW WHEN
 
The NCDPI is pleased to report that Schoolnet continues to provide
a stable system for instructional improvement with no known
system-wide issues. We are continuing to improve and monitor
Schoolnet, especially during peak usage times like when many
districts administer their benchmark tests. In order for us to have

the most up-to-date information in one place and to be able to anticipate peak testing time, we ask that
you fill out a quick and simple form here to let us know about your plans for administering benchmark
assessments.
 
We look forward to hearing from you about your benchmark plans for 2015-16 and working with you as
we plan for updates and improvements to the system.
 

HOME BASE MAINTENANCE
WEEKEND OCTOBER 16-19
The next Home Base maintenance weekend is scheduled for Friday,
October 16, through Monday, October 19. The system will shut
down Friday at 5 p.m. Once maintenance is completed, a message

will be sent to notify users that the system is up and available for use.
  
Home Base will be returned to service no later than 6 a.m. Monday morning. If a delay in bringing up the
system should occur, users will be notified via NC SIS email and Home Base Alert on Twitter. Subscribe
to HB Alert here. 
 

New Classroom Assessment Items Available in
the Instructional Improvement System
(Schoolnet)
When logging in to the Instructional Improvement System
(Schoolnet) you may notice there are more assessment items

available in Math and English Language Arts (ELA). We recently purchased an additional 55,000
assessment items for classroom level use in grades K-12. The new items include multiple choice and
open response items for both ELA and Math. You can find these items under the publisher name “FAIB
from Certica Solutions, Inc.” when doing an advanced search in Item Central.

We encourage you to share this Update. For past issues of recent Home Base Biweekly Updates, please
visit  Biweekly Updates. T o review an archive of updates from 2014, go h ere.

Please contact Patricia Hickman at patty.hickman@dpi.nc.gov  if you experience issues with newsletter
links.

To direct new users of Home Base to join our lists to receive the Biweekly Newsletter, go here.

To follow Home Base Alerts on Twitter, sign up  here.  
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Patricia Hickman  |  Communications Specialist
Communication and Information Services  |  NC Department of Public Instruction

Phone: 9 19.807.3451   |  Fax: 9 19.807.3481

Stay Connected with North Carolina Public Schools:
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