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Happy November!

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
Donna Bowles is a sophomore English Teacher, the
Department Chair at Croatan High School in Carteret
County, and an enthusiastic proponent of Schoolnet in the
classroom. Bowles shares her experiences and exploration
of Schoolnet and its many uses, both creative and practical,
for her ELA students.

SCHOOL & DISTRICT SPOTLIGHT
Sandra Andrews is the Director of Instructional Technology
and Public Information Officer (PIO) for Lincoln County
school district. Her district's strategy for implementing
Benchmark Testing exclusively using Schoolnet was not a
perfect implementation at first ; but with perseverance, their
implementation now works effectively, allowing their deep
data dives to return a wealth of information to help improve
student learning.
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PowerSchool Partners with Rackspace
PowerSchool announced this week its recent partnership
with Rackspace, the #1 managed cloud service provider, for PowerSchool's secure hosting solution.
Here are 5 additional benefits of Rackspace's hosting services:

Increased Bandwidth. Provide a redundant, bonded 10Gbps network connection which is 5x
greater than the current network connection.

Increased Failover Capabilities. Utilize virtualized application servers within a high availability
virtual environment. This will provide enhanced server availability by migrating the virtual
application servers to another physical host in the event a physical host becomes unresponsive
or unavailable.

Increased Data Encryption. Utilize the latest technologies to encrypt ALL PowerSchool Data at
Rest utilizing XTS-AES 256-bit data-at-rest encryption across the entire storage array.

Increased Storage Performance. Utilize a new fault tolerant EMC VMAX enterprise data
storage array with twice the amount of storage capacity and 4x more bandwidth to
PowerSchool servers.

Increased Systems Monitoring. Utilize a new enterprise-grade solution for infrastructure and
systems monitoring capable of processing thousands of metrics per second and provide 24x7
real-time alerts.

For any issues or questions about PowerSchool, Schoolnet or other tools from the Home Base suite,
contact your school's LEA or Charter School lead to report an incident to the Home Base Support
Center. 

Extension for School Activity Report
(SAR) 
The SAR collection for 2015/16 will be extended to December 1.
The original deadline was set for November 13. 

 
All schools will need to rerun their SAR after the November maintenance weekend (Nov. 13—16) is
complete to include the following updates in the SAR collection.
 
1. Updates to the PowerSchool software for the new Class Size report
2. Updates to the SAR-25 exception to identify any invalid courses being used in the 2015/16 school
year
3. Completion of populating EC data in PowerSchool from 3rd party vendors
 
Please note that the CECAS sync has completed. If you are still missing CECAS EC data, please
contact the CECAS service desk at cecas.incidents@its.nc.gov.
 

EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS
Fourth Governor's Teacher Network (GTN)
Module Available
The fourth installment in a series of action research projects
developed by teachers for teachers through the Governor's Teacher
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Network (GTN) is now available through the Home Base Professional Development system. The module
entitled Supporting English Language Learners in the Classroom: Action Research from the GTN
Project, will focus on instructional strategies for English language learners based on current trends in
research. Participants will use data to identify the needs of their ELL students and learn about different
instructional strategies that support reading, writing, listening and speaking skills for them. This module
should take approximately 10 hours to complete. (1.0 CEU) For a complete description of this module or
more information about the entire GTN module series, visit http://rt3nc.org. 
 
 
Literacy Credit PD
The module, Preparation for Foundation of Reading Licensure Exam, provides an excellent resource for
teachers wanting to refresh their knowledge on the foundations of reading development and
comprehension.

For a full description of the course, please visit www.rt3nc.org. This self-paced module is worth 1.0
Literacy Credit.
 
Seats Available for Principal READY Sessions Launch in November
The fall Principal READY Meetings launched in the Southwest region on November 2. You still have time
to register for any of the upcoming Principal READY sessions in the state. Don't miss an opportunity to
learn about 2014-15 Educator Evaluation System data, new legislation, Analysis of Student Work (ASW)
and student surveys as well as additional interactive sessions to assist principals in increasing student
achievement. Please check the NCEES wikispace to find available slots.  
 
 

SCHOOLNET UPDATES
Schoolnet 17.0 Upgrade Planned for Nov. 13
The next release of Schoolnet version 17.0 is scheduled to upgrade
beginning at 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 13. The upgrade and related
processes will take about 15 hours to run and complete. During this
time the system will be down. Users will be notified when the
upgrade is complete. For more information about the new functionality and features of 17.0, please
reference the Release Notes. Below is a brief highlight of the changes coming with 17.0.

A brand new interface for test and item editing designed to make the authoring process more
efficient and intuitive.
Within the new test and item editing interface, a new standards selector tool allows the
searching of standards by text or standard ID, as well as the ability to search across multiple
standards documents in a subject area.
An enhanced Item Analysis Classrooms report disaggregates open response scores by rubric
trait, where applicable.
A new item type, called Checklist, can be created and placed on assessments. Checklists allow
students to select one or more answers to a question, either online or on paper.

NEXT HOME BASE MAINTENANCE
WEEKEND NOV. 13-16
The next Home Base maintenance weekend is scheduled
for Friday, Nov. 13, through Monday, Nov. 16. The system
will shut down Friday at 5 p.m. The new Schoolnet 17.0 is
scheduled to be upgraded. Once maintenance is
completed, a message will be sent to notify users that the
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system is up and available for use at which time users will
be able to access the new Schoolnet version. Following all
maintenance weekends and upgrades, users are strongly
advised to clear computer caches and reboot your
systems. 

Home Base Alerts are available through Twitter, by
subscribing here. 

Observation Calibration Training – It Works!
The NCDPI staff will provide school administrators with an online
platform to improve their skills as classroom observers using the
NCEES rubric. Participants will be able to watch classroom videos,
observe instruction, rate teachers and receive immediate feedback as to the recommended ratings all
through the Home Base PD System. School administrators have the option of participating as individuals
or as a LEA/Charter school team.

In the 2014-15 pilot program, the more lessons school administrators completed, the more their scoring
improved. For an update on this exciting professional opportunity for school administrators, please visit
the Observation Calibration Training website.  Questions may be directed to Kimberly Simmons.
 

We encourage you to share this Update. For past issues of recent Home Base Biweekly Updates, please
visit Biweekly Updates. To review an archive of updates from 2014, go here.

LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink. Please contact
Patricia Hickman at patty.hickman@dpi.nc.gov if you experience issues with newsletter links.

To direct new users of Home Base to join our lists to receive the Biweekly Newsletter, go here:
http://listsncdpi.weebly.com/homebaselist.html

To follow Home Base Alerts on Twitter, sign up here. 

 

Patricia Hickman  |  Communications Specialist
Communication and Information Services  |  NC Department of Public Instruction

Phone: 919.807.3451  |  Fax: 919.807.3481

Stay Connected with North Carolina Public Schools:
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