
SBE Meeting  05/2008 Attachment  GCS5 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Title: Discussion of HSP-M-001 Course for Credit 
 
Type of Executive Summary: 

  Action   Action on First Reading   Discussion   Information 

Policy Implications: 
  Constitution       
  General Statute #      
   SBE Policy #HSP-M-001 
  SBE Policy Amendment 
  SBE Policy (New) 
  APA #      
  APA Amendment 
  APA (New) 
  Other       

 
Presenter(s): Mr. Robert L. Logan (Associate Superintendent, Innovation and School Transformation) and Dr. 

Bryan Setser (Executive Director, North Carolina Virtual Public School) 
 
Description:  
The recommended revision of Policy HSP-M-001 Course for Credit would remove references to seat time for online 
courses, clarify the expectations for End of Course test administration at the local level, and clarify the requirement 
for course evaluation when a statewide assessment is not available.  
 
Resources:   
N/A
 
Input Process: 
Based on comments by members to the State Board, BETA, eLearning Commission, and educators across the state, 
as well as research and best practice, Agency NCVPS and LEO staff have revised the current Course for Credit 
policy. 
 
Stakeholders: 
North Carolina's public schools including NCVPS and LEO; NC General Assembly 
 
Timeline For Action: 
This item is presented to the State Board of Education for discussion and will be returned for action at the June 2008 
meeting. 
 
Recommendations: 
State Board of Education members are requested to review the policy as written and make any suggested changes. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Audiovisual equipment requested for the presentation:  

 Data Projector/Video (Videotape/DVD and/or Computer Data, Internet, Presentations-PowerPoint preferred) 
Specify:       

 Audio Requirements (computer or other, except for PA system which is provided) 
Specify:       

 Document Camera (for transparencies or paper documents – white paper preferred) 
      

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Motion By: ______________________________ Seconded By: ______________________________ 
Vote: Yes __________ No __________ Abstain __________ 
Approved  __________ Disapproved __________ Postponed __________ Revised __________ 



 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
*Person responsible for SBE agenda materials and SBE policy updates:  Susan McKinney, 919-807-3293     
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Policy Manual 

 
Policy Identification 
Priority:  High Student Performance 
Category:  Course for Credit 
Policy ID Number:  HSP-M-001 
 
Policy Title:  Policy defining "Course for Credit" 
 
Current Policy Date:   02/07/2008 
 
Other Historical Information:  Previous board dates:  05/05/1988, 08/02/2001, 02/07/2002, 
12/05/2002, 07/01/2004,11/04/2004, 05/03/2007 
 
Statutory Reference:  GS 115C-81 
 
Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Reference Number and Category:    
 
 
*** Begin Policy ***  (Do not tamper with this line) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. A credit course, one for which credit toward high school graduation is awarded and 
which qualifies as part of the instructional day: 

• 1,1 must consist of 150 clock hours of instruction in a traditional schedule or 
• 1.2 must consist of a minimum of 135 clock hours of instruction in a block schedule; 

developed curriculum guides, or Advanced Placement syllabi in which high school 
students are enrolled; and 

• 1.3 must be directed by a teacher.  
 

2 Public University, Community College, and Private College Courses 
• 2.1 Courses taken for high school graduation requirements at community colleges and 

private or public colleges/universities are exempt from the 135 or 150 instructional hours 
with the exception of the following courses required for high school graduation, which 
must be taken at the high school or middle school where indicated: 

- English I, II, III, IV; 
- Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and any higher level mathematics course with 

Algebra II as the prerequisite that will be used to fulfill the fourth mathematics 
requirement or Integrated Mathematics I, II, III (These mathematics courses may 
be taken in middle school.) 

- Biology, Earth/Environmental Science, and a physical science course that is used 
to fulfill the third science requirement; 
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- Civics and Economics, US History, World Studies; 
- first year of a Second Language (This Second Language course may be taken in 

middle school.);  
- second year of the same Second Language (This Second Language course may be 

taken in the middle school.); and 
- one credit of Health/Physical Education. 

• 3. Beginning in the 2007-08 school year, students who pass mathematics or foreign 
language courses during grade 6-8 that are described in the North Carolina Standard 
Course of Study for grades 9-12 must achieve level III or IV on an EOC, if available, to 
meet that high school graduation requirement. High school mathematics and foreign 
language courses taken in grades 6-8 which do not have an EOC shall use high school 
course codes and shall be aligned to the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for 
grades 9-12.  The courses will count toward graduation requirements, but the students’ 
GPA will be computed with courses taken during the high school years. 

• 4. Beginning in the 2008-09 school year, students who pass science courses during 
grades 6-8 that are described in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for grades 
9-12 must achieve the level III requirement.  High School science courses taken in grades 
6-8 which do not have an EOC shall use high school course codes and shall be aligned to 
the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for grades 9-12.  The courses will count 
toward graduation requirements, but the students’ GPA will be computed with courses 
taken in the high school years.  

• 5. Students are encouraged to take three credits in science during the high school 
years including chemistry, physics, and other advanced courses.  

• 6. Laboratory facilities must meet safety requirements and state and national 
guidelines for laboratory expendables and equipment to allow the same opportunities for 
laboratory work as the high school laboratory in the local education agency. 

• 7. Students are strongly encouraged to complete at least one unit of mathematics 
credit in their final year of high school. 

• 8. Each local superintendent may grant a waiver to allow students to take the courses listed 
above at the Public University, Community College, and Private College and exempt 
them from the 135 or 150 instructional hour requirement, if these courses are not 
available to the student at his or her local high school. Courses taken at a Community 
College that have a corresponding end-of-course assessment at the high school require 
that the assessment be taken. 

• 9. Each local superintendent shall ensure that all required and elective courses have 
sufficient rigor, breadth, and depth to be awarded high school credit. 

 
10. An e-learning online course qualifies for course credit if it meets the following 

requirements: 
• 10.1 Any K-12 e-learning course and/or module taken for credit toward a diploma 

and/or a graduation project must first be approved for credit by the NC Virtual Public 
School (NCVPS).   

• 10.2 Online E-learning courses offering instruction in courses included within Tthe NC 
Standard Course of Study must meet the Standard Course of Study competency goals and 
objectives must be adopted, where available. Online E-learning courses offered for 
Advance Placement or International Baccalaureate credit must align with Nnationally 
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validated standards for AP and IB must be used, where available. 
�10.3 Online E-learning courses offering instruction in courses not included inIn the 
absence of a the Standard Course of Study curriculum, the course must be have designed 
such that a typical student would take 135-150 hours to complete. The principal, in 
consultation with a teacher certified in that content area, is ultimately accountable for 
determining whether the course is of sufficient rigor, depth and breadth comparable to 
courses included in the Standard Course of Study.  When determining whether an online e-
learning course has such rigor, depth and breadth, the NCVPS shall consider whether the 
course and meets the SREB (Southern Regional Education Board) and/or NACOL (North 
American Council for Online Learning) criteria for awarding credit or is offered for credit 
toward a diploma degree by a University of North Carolina institution or an institution in the 
North Carolina Community College Systemstate and/or nationally developed criteria for 
awarding credit. 
• 10.4 Where available, end-of-grade tests, end-of-course tests, and post assessment 

must be used as an indicator of student mastery.  The student’s base school schedules and 
administers EOC and EOG tests.  These scores shall be included in the determination of 
the base school’s ABCs and AYP status. 

• The student’s base school schedules and administers EOC and EOG tests.  These scores 
shall be included in the determination of the base school’s ABCs and AYP status. 

•Where statewide assessments are not available, the course must be DPI staff-and/or peer-
evaluated before posting. 

• 10.5 Enrollment in an e-learning online “for credit course” shall count toward 
satisfying local board requirements related to minimum also qualifies for fulfilling the 
instructional days, seat time policies, student attendance, athletic and/or extracurricular 
obligations requirement.  Thus, if a student receives credit for an online course without 
the seat time requirement, they have still completed a course for credit and the definitions 
above would permit them to “qualify for counting toward fulfilling the instructional day 
requirement.”.  Furthermore, LEAs are instructed to be purposeful in establishing 
processes and procedures to enroll and manage such virtual e-learning students in an 
environment where they can be successful. 

 
11. Credit may not be awarded for school bus driving, office assistance, teacher assistance, or 

laboratory assistance. 
 
 


